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FINAL REPORT 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. LETTER TO THE CITIZENS OF LINCOLN COUNTY 
n. SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Preliminary Report of Lincoln County Study Commission 
Findmgs of Fact (See Exhibit A) 

B. In 1 974, the Montana State Constitution set forth that all counties would be governed 
by the Elected OfSciai form of government. Lincoln County is an “Elected Official” 
form of government 

The statutory basis for elected county official government is MCA 7-3-1 1 1 and sub- 
option MCA 7-3-4-13 clearly states that local government elections shall be 
conducted on a partisan basis. In essence, the “partisan” component of Lincoln 
County government is the equivalent of an executive branch of government, which 
keeps our county form of government in balance as the third leg of a three legged 
stool. 

C. hr 2009, the Board of Commissioners mistakenly held an election on November 9* 
which resulted in a change from partisan to non-partisan elections at Lincoln County. 
This error is a result of mistakes made at three levels: 

1 . Montana State University - State Level 

2. Montana Association of Counties (MACO) — State Level 

3 . The Board of County Commissioners - County Level 

This erroneous and wrongful action resulted in Lincoln County being in non- 
compliance with the law and the State of Montana Constitution. 

D. It is the intention of the Lincoln County Study Commission to assist the Lincoln 
County Board of Commissioners in bringing Lincoln County into compliance with 
the law and the Montana State Constitution. 

As a result of non-compliance, Lincoln County has potential liability issues and is at 
risk of lawsuits, retrials and potential revocation of decisions made by the Board of 
County Commissioners. Additionally, the citizens of Lincoln County are denied their 
Executive Branch of balance of power at the county level. 
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The Lincoln County Study Commission performed considerable research including 
legal and professional advice from many professionals. We unanimously agree the 
best solution to bring Lincoln County into compliance with the law is by Resolution 
by the Board of County Commissioners. 

We therefore ask the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners to pass a resolution to 
protect the citizens from potential liabilities, retrials and possible reversals of 
decisions made by the Board of Commissioners during the period of non-compliance. 
Pursuant to MCA 7-3-413, it is required by law that Lincoln County shall have 
partisan elections. We ask the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners to take the 
necessary steps to bring Lincoln County into compliance with the law, effective 
January 1, 2017. 

E. On September 28di, 20 1 6 die Lincoln County Study Commission officiady presented 
the Preliminary Report of Findings of Fact and recommended the Board of Lincoln 
County Commissioners pass a resolution in a timely manner rectifying the “Non- 
compliant” election status, returning Lincoln County to Partisan Elections. 

At this meeting the Board of Commissioners voted to draft a resolution by December 
15'*', 2016 to bring Lincoln County into compliance. (See Exhibit B and Exhibit C) 

F. The Lincoln County Study Commission unanimously, highly recommends tire 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners adopt the resolution, prepared by 
Commissioner Greg Larson, returning to Partisan elections to become compliant with 
the law and Montana State Constitution. 

G. The Board of Commissioners met at Eureka, Montana November 1 6, 2016. 7 he 
Lincoln County Study Commission again presented the Findings of Fact and 
discussed the importance of bringing Lincoln County into compliance with the law. 
The study comm/ss/on nespectfudy asked the commissioners to consider their 
Fiduciary responsibility to protect the citizens of Lincoln County. The Study 
Commission asked for the vote of the Board of Commissioners to pass the resolution 
to bring Lincoln County into compliance with the law and Montana constitution. (See 
Exhibit D) 

H. The Board of Commissioners met at Libby, Montana December P', 2016 with the 
Lincoln County Study Commission. The Board of Commissioners concurred they 
should pass the resolution to show their “intent” to bring Lincoln County into 
compliance with the law. They agreed this would be a good first step to show their 
intent, although the resolution would have no “real teeth.” They discussed several 
additronal steps being considered, including District Court and/or Attorney General 
rulings, legislative fixes, as well as which parties should legally recuse themselves, 
such as Harold Blattie of MACO and Prosecuting Attorney, Bemie Cassidy. (See 
Exhibit E) 
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Former Commissioner Rita Windom, Lincoln County Study Commission, advised 
the Board of Commissioners against “kicking the issue down the road” as the liability 
issues to the county are real, and the issues have been studied at length. 

The Board of Commissioners assured the Study Commission they would be prepared 
to do so prior to December 15*, 2016. 

I. The Board of Commissioners met December, 14, 2016 with the Study Commission. 
Commissioners Mike Cole, Mark Peck and Greg Larson have many times 
commended the Study Commission for their hard wOric and discovery of the non- 
compliance of the law, their dedication to the citizens of Lincoln County, and their 
support of die Board of Commissioners. 

Commissioner Mark Peck commented at length why the commissioners are 
unprepared to fulfill flieir commitment. He said the commissioners are willing to 
pass the resolution; however, the Board of Conunissioners failed to do so. 

The many citizens of Lincoln County participating in their local government by 
attending meetings, providing letters, telephone calls, remain dissatisfied, firustrated 
and disappointed. 

The Lincoln County Study Commission members are disappointed. 

J . The Lincoln County Study Commission would like to thank Commissioner Greg 
Larson for his integrity, steadfastness and support to the Study Commission and the 
citizens of Lincoln County. 

Thank you, former Commissioner Rita Windom for the wealth of knowledge, keen 
insight and guidance. 

Thank you, Robin Benson and staff. Clerk and Recorder’s office, for your 
professionalism and welcome assistance. 

Our gratitude extends to the many professionals and individuals for their generous 
contributions to the Lincoln County Stucty Commission and the citizens we serve. 
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I. LETTER TO THE CITIZENS OF LINCOLN COUNTY 


To the Citizens of Lincoln County: 

The Lincoln County Local Government Study Commission elected on November 4, 2014, 
present this finai report to the citizens of Lincoln County. 

The purpose of the Study Commission, as defined by state law, is "to study the existing form 
and powers of our county government and procedures for delivery of local government 
services and compare them with other forms available under the laws of the state". After 
completing these two phases of the study it is the responsibility of the Study Commission to 
submit a final report. If some change is deemed necessary, the Study Commission may 
submit such proposed change to the qualified electors. 

In every phase of this review, this study commission widely publicized its purpose and 
meetings and invited the public to attend, and also sought advice and information from as 
many people in the county as possible. Opinions and recommendations were solicited from 
local government officials, community organizations and citizens. All meetings were open to 
the public. In addition, four Public hearings were held the spring and fall of 2016 in the towns 
of Eureka and Libby, Montana. 

In this final report we present our recommendations, based on our Preliminary Report - 
Findings of Fact, to become compliant with the law and tlie Montana State Constitution by 
returning Lincoln County to the Partisan Elections required by the Montana Constitution for 
Elected County Official Form of County Government. 

We believe, based upon the law, historic election results, and public input, this will provide 
the maximum ability for the public to participate in our goven^mental services both today and 
in the future. 

The Lincoln County Local Government Study Commission finds that Lincoln County 
functions well under the Elected County Official Form of government as provided under 
Montana Code 7-3-1 1 1 . 
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LINCOLN COLfNTY STUDY COMMISSION 


II. REPORT SUMMARY 


The Lincoln County Local Government Study Commission studied our present form of 
Elected County Official form of government and the alternative forms of government 
available under Montana state law. We also studied the future governmental needs of this 
county. 

The Lincoln County Study Commission values tfie input offered by citizens at public 
forums, public meetings, public hearings, extensive interviews, questionnaires, and public 
comments. 

As a result, the Lincoln County Local Government Study Commission unanimously 
recommends retaining the Elected County Official form of Government. 

We continue to recommend the Board of County Commissioners take the timely, 
necessary steps to return Lincoln County to compliance with the law and Montana State 
Constitution, returning partisan elections. 
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Montana Code Annotated 2015 


Previous Section MCA Contents Part Contents Search Help Next Section 


7-3-1 1 1. Statutory basis for elected county official government. (1 ) For the purpose of 
determining the statutory basis of existing units of local government after May 2, 1977, each unit 
of local government organized under the general statutes authorizing the elected eounty official 
form of government shall be governed by the following sections; 

(a) 7-3-401 : 

(b) 7-3-402 : 

(c) 2z3dJ2(3); 

(d) 7-J.-4.1.3(l); 

(e) 7-3dd4(l); 

(0 7:3- 415 (2); 

(g) 1- 3-416 (2); 

(h) 7-3-417 (2); 

(i) 7-3-418 : 

0) 7-3-432 (1); 

(k) 7,3d^3(l); 

(l) .7-J-43. 4 (1); 

(m) 7 -3-435 (1); 

(n) 7-3-436 (1): 

(o) 7-3-437 (1): 

(p) 70^(1); 

(q) 7-3-439 (1); 

(02:3: 440 (1); 

(s) 7-3-441 (11: 

(t) 7-3-442 ( I ) if the county has elected an auditor; 

(u) 7-3-442 (6) if the county has not (Hccted an auditm'. 

(2) This fonn has terras of 4 years for all elected ofiicials except coramissioners who are 
elected to 6-year terms. The commission consists of three members. 

History: En. 16-31 }3.i by Sec. 4, Os. 5J3, L. 1973; R.C.M. 1947, 16-31 13.1(3). 
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Montana Code Annotated 2015 


PrewotiS Section MCA Contents Part Contents Search Hetp Next Section 


7-3-413. Type of election. Local government elections shall be conducted on a; 

(1 ) partisan basis; or 

(2) nonpartisan basis. 

History: En. 47A-3-205 by Sec. 1, Ch. 344, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 351, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3- 
205(2)(b): amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 79, L. 1983. 


ty Monts/is Legisfstive 
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Exhibit A: 


Lincoln County Study Commission Preliminary Report - Findings of Fact 


Non-partisan Elections to be Researched Page 1 

Letter from Mike Sehestedt, MACO Chief Counsel Page 2 

Letter from Lincoln County Attorney Page 5 

Email-Elections Office Page 6 

Email Elections Office to MACO Executive Director Page 8 

MACO Exec. Director to Elections Office Page 10 

Elections Office to MACO Executive Director Page 1 1 

July 1, 2009 Minutes Page 13 

July 8, 2009 Minutes Page 15 

MACO Chief Counsel to Election Office Page 1 6 

August 5, 2009 Minutes & Proposed Resolution 830 (Partisan Issue - Not Signed) Page 17 

Notice to Voters Page 19 

August 12, 2009 Minutes Page 20 

August 26, 2009 Minutes Page 22 

September 2, 2009 Minutes Page 23 

September 30, 2009 Minutes Page 25 

October 7, 2009 Minutes Page 26 

Resolution 830 #2 (Incarceration Costs) Signed Page 28 

November 1 0, 2009 Minutes Page 29 

November 1 0, 2009 Election Canvass (Note Date) Page 3 1 

November 10, 2009 Election Certification Page 32 

November 3, 2009 Special Election Official Ballot Page 33 

November 3, 2009 Special Election Totals Page 34 
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Bernie Cassidy 

From; 

Sen?; 

To: 

Gc: 

Subject: 


Mike Sehestetit [mseMesl6cJt@mtcounti6&.ofgl 

Thursday. May 1*3. 2009 2’43 PM 
Bernard Cassidy 

So^lolorni oi novernmsn! to provide (of r.cnpartisan eleotioirs 


Thanks for the materials on the fom of government in 
on alteration of the form to provide for ncvipnrtisan election.. 


and the correspondence 


By «ay of Sackground the Elected Of ficia. ' " Jtahiishecl l>y statute to provide clarity 

same tine the Alternative Forms of Government ^ ° isn't a separate form of 

and to establish a base line for existing E^vernments Tt , eally X. « 

government raclier it is just one of the .5 form of govertwent to provids for 

form of government. That said, to cnange reoulrcs a ffirly detailed process but 

the election of County Officers on a nonpartisan basis req 
one that is spelled out in statute. 


The only way a form of government can be tHat thf Ustion of 

Con.>titution Art. XI, Sec. ;> and KCA 7 3 10. J , nelition sifined by 15% of the 

altering the form of government before electors ei ^ ^ oovernlng body proposing 

elector! proposirrg an amend^nt or dn or nance on cte by 

the amendment. Since my understanding is a* « further discuss the petition 

Ccmmlssioners would put the proposed amendment forward, I won t tu 

process in this email. 


B» ...V, ,rt». „ ... ^ 

Commissioners to act by adop..ing an jr ■ 'amn lar but it is spelled out in ("KA 7-5- 19o. 
adopting or dinances the procedure maybe ^ ordinance be submitted in writing. 

The ordinance adoption process generally that the ordinance be 

luat the proposed ordinance addi ess o y of the aoverning body hcrt less than 12 

• requiresvjnts are unique to the ordinance adoption process. 

of course the first, and sufeeguent.reading|, of ttie j '®4n hme to be given the right 

co»dssiooGr’ni5rda so^ public had notice and t _ f 1 

to coanwiit as with any otl«r commission *' enhiect to gauge support/opposition to 

after the initial hearing on the subjec.. 


. Essentiallv you are amending the existing forir 

. '“fi” r,4‘tsiisSo. 


"he actual ordinance should bt» eai>y to draf^ . 
of government by changing fi'om the partis^'* 
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7 . 5 -i;i 3 ( 2 ) MCA. The ordinance should direct the election admiiiistracor to submit 

iliestion to the ejectors at s specified election (see beloh for issi^s on chaL'es) 

arc Should specify an effective date (sec below for issues on the efrective da^e o. changes). 


flection tiising may be an issue since the general rule is that the election n^ .< 
least 71' days before the election (see sections 2c2ili2 7-i::J36_H^0 t ef 
the apparent requirensnt that the special election on an alteration. in^a-forn_of 
be held "at the next regular or primary' elect ion^^( See sections 7-3rl49(l)and ) / 

4iso see section 7*5-136(1 ) MCA for the general requirewent tliat even 

Cs"5unty referendum^ be ''tield in conjunction vfith a regular or primary elfectlo. ) . , 

primary election clays are set by statute with section 13-2-104 f^CA providing tin ^ * -u 
election days ar^e the first Tuesday after the first r.onday in even numbereo^years tor 
federal, 5 ‘.ate, and county offices and in odd numberetl years for municipalities, 
section i3-I-ifiA MCA also provides for a regular election day on the first Tuesday after the 
' first Monday every Hay for school elections. 

PrirKiry elections are established by section 13-1-107 iCA which specifies the first Tue^ay 
after the first Monday in lone in even numbered years and the Tuesday following tie s.conO 
Monday in September, i-f required, for municipal elections. What all of this means^ n 
. practical terms is either paying the extra expense to wke the wimicipsl or schooi elections 

county wide or viaiting until the lone 2010 priaary. • u ^ a ♦-he 

I i>ec3use of the requirement that the election on altering a form of governtnen*. oe e ov - 

' next regular or primary election^* I don't think that you can have e specia- e ectio.jj e/en ^ 
•ftrail oaliot:, on a date that is not a regular election day. Since section 13-1-- 
(3)(c) MCA prohibits mail ballot elections on dates " v;hen another election in tne pomiCci 
• subdivision is taking place at the polls on the sanve da/', I think it will be very ^ ^ ^ 
to use the Kay school election nay or the municipal election dales in September and the odd 
miiiibered llovember for a mail ballot election because it seems very likely that there 
also be elections going on at the polls in at least some districts or municipa i -j 
^ the ccuntv nn those dates. 


There is also soir,e ambiguity on tt^e date when the change in form becomes 
7-'^-ie3 (1) MCA provides that: '"An omcndroenl approved by the electors becotnes et-rewtiv^ 
th^ fi’rst day of the local govemnent fiscal year foliovdng the fiscal year of approval 
unless the Question submitted to the electors provides othervnse. ' 

(2) M*CA provides that an amendment becomes effective at the beginning o. tie -* *- * 

without reference to the possibility of a different effective date being established by the 
electors. Since all of this is driven by the will of the people, l would . 

ambiguity by allowing the electors to establish the effective date a.s a part o. * 

This is an important question since some of the election diites are in May or 3uri_ 0 j 
the fiscal year changes on Duly 1st which wall or could create a potenuia ® nnmina*-ed 

offices required to be elected on nonpartisan basis being contested by candiUotes nonana.ed 
in s partisan primary prior to the effective date. 


a nrart^cal matter 1 think that you are going to have to wait until tiiS 2&12 eleCciOT. 

cycle^for this provision to taka effect assuming that the Cor'^st leL- 

that the electors approve. By rn>' reading of the statutes the earli^. p. - - ^ 

likelv) election that this question could be submtted is lune 2eie, 

appro've th. changv the primary for the Novambar 2016 co^ert 

a partisan basis at the same election this change is T 

the Hovetnber 2016 election to nonpartisan with the process half cowple 
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T hope thax tnis helps. 


nicijael Vi. Sshested:: 

Chief Counsel 

^•K>ntane Associaliion of Counties 
2717 Skvw Drive Suite f 
Helena, 59692 
Phone 441-5472 

Fax (406) 441-5497 


notice: This transmission and any documents accoaipanying it 

originEting from the Hontana Association of counties Lega. Division (l ^ , rnn^ain 

ui a 5 x ^5 4 nhcfifie 4 coleiv fop tho named recipieni.(s) and may contain 

c"nfi%nUrap/o7^rojri;tary information belonBlng to 

parties, legally protected by the Atcorney-CUent pri\_iegc, unv. 
other applicable . , r 

and that you should confi™ such deslruction to nn: at mE 6 hestedi§nrtL 0 unties .org 
or (466)441-5472. Thank you. 


no virus found Jn this inco.Tdng message. 

CheckecJ by AVG - avg.com _ 

Version: 3.5.325 / Virus Database: 278.12.28/4113 


Release Date; 05/14/09 66:28:00 
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LINCOLN COUNTi’ ATTORNHY 


Bcm*rd G. Cassidy 
CfrtujO Auorury 


512 Caiifcniia A^vcnut 
Libbv, MT 59923 
(406) 293-2717 


Robert Stomski 

Marcia Boris 

Dcpaty County Attorocy 


FAX (406) 293-4559 


May IS, 2009 


Board of CommiL^sioncrs 
Clerk and Recorder Taniiry Lauer 
i.einh Rigdeman, Eieclion Adminisiiaior 
5 } 2 CaUfomia Ave. 



Y 




Libby, MT 59923 


De'4j CcrnraissiotjCTS and Ollics: 

Altacb«d please lind a copy of cocrcspoiidcDce from Niikc Sebeatedi, Guef Legal Coimsel for 
the Montana Association of Ccundcs. ooDCcrntng altering tlic Lincoln County elect^ commi^ion 
feuTD of government firuxn partisan to noap<uiisan- I Snd .VIr. Scbcsledt’s opinion ven’ c.ear. 
informative, and hdfjful on the above question. 

I think the bottom line is, as he sets forth at the bottom of page tv.'o, that if tho Commi^oacis tvish 
to adopt an ordinance cbaogmg ftom a partisan to a nonpartisan basiSt and smd' ordmance is j^i 
before the voters tot approval that b iK)t going to be able to be corapletcd unti ] 20I2» because the 
earliest possible time to put me question on the baOcl ^dll be the hme 2010 primaiyr. 

Please review the attached. If you have any questions or concams, feel free to contact me, and I wi! I 
address those concerns, or discuss ihcn» with Sebestedt. 

Sincerely yours, 



Bernard G. Cassidy 
Lincoln County Attorney 

Ubg 


\ 
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Page I of 2 


Leigh Riggleman 

. .orn: Bernie Cassidy • » ^ - "5 ; 

Sent; Tnursday, May 21 , 2009 10:58 AM 

To; Mike SehestedI 

Cc: Leiqh Riqqietnan ' " 

Subject: PN: Additional Question or Uvo 

Mike. 

Would pif*a?o take 3 look in and give me your tb.ought:;. It looks to me as if this could be done pursuant to 13 *19 10-b'O 

(a). 

1 going ID ttv to meet with Leigh concerning the procedures oulUned at 1,3- 19*7.0? { !),{?.) and 13-19-705. Even It it can be 
done. 1 think it v/H! be difficult to get all the governing bodies to draft resolutions and hold hearings concerning conducting 
mumcipat elections via mail ballot or to object to a mail ballot. 13-19*203. 7.04. ^ ^ 

’V* *, •, V '-' r. : 

Eve'* »f those issues can be resolved, there still remains an ambiguity, in my opinion, between 13*19 -104{2) and the spcdilc 
language ccnccfrring ''regular or primary election" found at 7-5-103(2) and 7-S-136. Any help you can give is nppreciaied. 

Tiisnks. 

Bc:T>e 

from: Leigh Riggleman 

S'-’t! V/ednesday. May 20, 2009 4:52 PM 

iernie Csssidy; Tammy D. Leuer; Jyhri Kenzen; Anthony J. Bergei; B'll Bischoff; Marianne Roose 
Suoject: Additional Question or t\»/o 

Good Afternoon Bernie - I received a copy of your letter and Mike 5ehestedt*s opinion on our ability 
I0 hold Q moil ballot election for the partisan/non partison issue for county government on I he some 
day that ou;* Municipal Election will be held in November. I do have a couple of additional questions 
that I need to aSk. 



Our thought on this would be that we would also conduct the Municipal Election os a moil ballot 
election as v/ell and not have polls open in the cities and towns. I have checked with the Secretary/ of 
State's office on the issue of conducting these two elections at the same time, but referred us back 
to your office and MACO to naake sure we are above board ond legal on this one! The 
parti son/ nonparti son ballot issue would be on a separate ballot for the entire county and would include 
c specific effective date if the issue is passed by a majority vote. Those electors registered within 
the municipalities would receive 2 ballots and instructions to vote both bollots. 


If you could get bock to me in the next week, and conducting \hese elections in November would be 
possible, we would have the ability to give notice to the papers thot the Commissioners will be 
di-^cussing this issue, welcome public comment and get the 2 required reg gjjm iwtgd on and then ^ ^ 
^ ed well ahead of the 75 day time frame that is legally required to coll for an election on this^^ 
partisan/non partisan issue to amend the plan to the Commission form of government. 

4^ 


5/2l.'2Ut)9 
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*nks. Bernte - in advance - for your limely response to my additto?ial questions. 
Regards, 

L'^roln C-Ounttj [^icclior! Dcparlninr.t 
7 I 2 . (_.c)lifornia Avenue 

L.bbu,. MT 

40 i<- 2 L 5 » 7 - 775 h , ext ZSy 
lci^l-X$itlyht4,org 


S/2 1/2009 
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L Harold Blatlie 

hxecuiive Oirecior 

Montana Association of Counties 

2715 Skyway Drive 

Helena, MT 59602 

(406) 444-4360 Office 
(406? 442-5238 Fax 
h b la Uie (® nuco untles.or g 
v->wv;. maco. cog .mt.us 

t‘iOTB i‘v4y ematf address has changed to. hblott ie fflnuc o untie s.arg 
{'ijasc- update this infomujliota in ycu; address book 
*”GOWFiDEMTlAllTY NOTICE*** 

ITiiB oniaU. and any fdos transmitted vnlh It. is the properly of the Monlcna Association of Counties and. unless indfcatcd otherwise, ts mlof'.dec 
only for use by the individual or entliy aildiessed. This email may conlain infornrallon considtuied privileged or ccnfidsntial and tggady exempt 
ffom disclosure* 

If the reader is net the intended reciplerH, or the rec^ienl's Ciulftorized agent, you are fiereby advised trial copying or dissemination of this 
rvmnunicelion is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender ^modialeiy. delete it from your computer and 
dostfoy any copies of the original mossagf*. Thank you 

From; Leigh Rlggleman [mailto; telgh@libby.org} 

Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2009 10:02 AM 
To: Harold Btottre 

Subject: Lincoln County Mon-Partissn Election 
CjoaJ Morning Harold - 


^Johr. (v^onzen let me kr\o\v this rnorning fch,if he and jVl^nannc Koo.se had talked v/ifch ^ou la.st v;ciek 
and that. aTircr some investigating on uour part, ^ou let them Icnow that our intention to hold a 
special election for the P arttsar^/Non Paitisan issue was no t le gal 

Hernic Oa ssidtj had consulted with |V|ihc .^cheslcdt ori the issue and then gave nic an opinior* 
that wc would probably not have enough time to gel the public bearings scheduled in a timely 
manner, that wc could not hold a Municipal election with polling places open at the same lime a mail 
bafiot election wa.s being held and that there was a time conflict where the city boards could 
conceivable ol'/ject to the mail ballot process that could cause probiem.s in our mail ballot time line. 


I believe v/c have resolved all these issues. /\s of today, | have all *4* municipalities on board and am 


6/I7/2C09 
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waiting forr.igncd resolutions m tlic mail giving us permission for conducting a mail ballot election. 
T~b:5 means that the polling place issue has been resolved as well as the issue that the boards 
might object. K!ow that we have permission from the city councils, we will advertise the public 
hearings (scheduled two weeks apart) so that him (^ouniy ^ommi.ssioners can then pass an 
ordinance to change counttj elections to non partisan with .*-.pecifiC 5 on the date the issue will be 
effective if voters in Lincoln (Lounhj pass the issue. 


I do navv. a copy of my C^ounty /-\ttorncy’5 letter to me as well as the email that Mr- ^^bestedt 
to L)e> nie if yon woulo like me to cinari yoii those copies. At this point, we have fulfilled ail 
the concerns and points that both attorneys have raised, but like further confirmation after 

M^ri^^nc that it wa.sn't doable. Any help would be appreciated. 

K<™gard5. 

L - v.<nD n 

[jneom Co untij J^lectfon Administrator 

^ Avenue 

Ubby, MT ^99iy 

*fOi''-2f’!i-775 \ , iva ?.Bji 
i<tlghcg>ljbby.O)g 


6 / 17/2009 
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Leigh Rigglcman 

From: Harold BisUie [tiblaUie@iTUcounlte5.org] 

Sent; Wednesday, June 17, 2009 4:09 PM 
To. Leigh Riggieman 

Cc: Mike Sehestedt 

Subject: RE; Lincoln County Non -Partisan Election 
leigh. 

I jusi spent some time with Mike Sehestedt and rather than both of us being involved, he will respond your e-mail. In reviewing 
his May e-maif. Mike arrived at the same conclusions I had expressed to John and Marianne. 

One comment In your e-mail that I v/ill address is reloled to ordinance adoption. You said: ''wc will advertise tlic public 
nearia^.^ (scheduled two weeks apart) so that the C^ountij (Commissioners can then pa>5 an 
ordinance to change county ciccticns to non partisan with sp>cciFic5 on the date the issue wil! be 
ef-fectivc if- voters in Lincoln (Lonnty pass the issue. 

I just want to make you sware of some of the specific requiremer^ts related to ordinances. Technically, you do not hold 
"htarings'L the governing body "reads" ordinances. Also the effective date is 30 days follovying the last reading. 

7-5-103. Ordinance requirements. (1} /dl Ordinances muM be submitted in writing in the form prescribed by resolution of the 

governing body. . . ’ 

(2) An ordinance passed may not contain more man one a}rnprehen.sive subject, which must be clearly expressco in ^ 

title, except ordinances for codification and revision of ordinances. ^ 

{3} An ordinance mus t be read and adopted b y a mayoritv vote of me mbers prejgent at two meetings of the 
body not less than 12 da^^rt After the first adoption and reading, it must be posted and copies must be made available to^ 

Ihe'puHncT^ . ^ 

(4) After passage and approval, all ordinances must be signed by the presiding officer of the governing bodvano u ea 
wjtt-. tbe official or cmplnyoe designated by ordinance to ksep the register of ordinances. 

7-5-105 Hffcclivc dale of ordinance. No ordinance other than an emergency ordinance shall be effective until 3C days 
after second and final adoption. The ordinance may provide for a delayed effcciivo date or may provide for the ordinance to 
become effective upon the fuiftllmen! of an indicated contingency. 


L Harold Biattle 

nxccutivB Director 

Montana Association of Counties 

2715 Skyw'ay Drive 

Helena, Ml 59502 

(406) 44u:-^360 Office 
(406)442-5238 Fax 
h_b 1 a i tieSirntcounties . gjg 
WWW . m a cpxp g .mt .uj 


7/14/2009 
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NOlb Myamai' aoc!ft»ss hau chaitge<J to hblatlicj^rntcgunljes.Ofp, 


‘^tea^e iipOate informotton jn your actycss book 


•••COt'iFtDENTlAi.tTY NOnCc*’* 

Tivr. s^a‘,i and any files traosirnllecl with tt. Is ihc property ol ino Wonttina Assooalon 

only for use by the indwWual cc entity ae-dresscd This ema^t may cor.taci information considered pnvPeged or confid-nnai erro tega / 
irom disciosure 


If the reader is rot the intended recipienl, or the reerpient's authoozed agent, a'® 
coimnujiication Is protiibiled. ft you tiave recer/ed this email m error, please notify Itie 
destroy any copies of Ihe originai messace, Tbanit you. 


hereby advised that copying cr dissemination of fris 
sender immediately, delete « from your computer and 


From; Leich Higgleman [mailtotieighlplidby'.orq] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2009 10:02 Af'^l 
To: Harold Blattie 

Subject: Lincoln County Non-Partisan Section 


(_jrrod Mornincr Harol.J ■ 


Jo'nn i<on/.cn let me Icnow tkis morning iKat lie an,J Marianne Roosc katl lalkcd witK ijou last wcelc 
and tKat, after some .nvesligatins on yonr part, 40U let them knenv that our intention to hold a 
special election for the j'artisari/Non j” artisan issue \Mas not legal. 


5emie Ca&sidt) had consulted with Mike on the issue and then gave me an opinion 

tnatwc would probabli) not have enough time to get the public hearings 5..hKduicd in a limelu 
manner, that wc could not hold a Municipal election with polling places open at the same time a rvai 
ballot election was being held .and that there was a time conflict where the city boar os couici 
conceivable object to the .mail ballot proecs.s that coulel cause problems m our mail ballot time line. 

I believe we h.-,ve resolved ail these issues. As of today, | liavc all 'r municipalities on board and am 
waiting for signed icsolotions in the mail giving us pcrinis.sion for condiictinga man b-allot ciectiun. 
This means that the polling place issue has been resolved as well as the issue that the boards 
might object Now thatwe have permission from the city cuunciU, wc will advertise the public 
hearings (scheduled two weeks apart) so thal the Co"rity Commissioners can then pass an^ 
ordinance to change county elections to nor. pai Lisan with spccil ic.s on the date the issue will be 
c^l'Ccttv^^ voters in l__uicoln t he i55UC. 


do have a copy of my Cv’unty Attorney’s letter to me as well as the email that M''- 5 rhc.steclt 


7.'! 4(7009 
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•i-nl to 5crn-:c if (^ou wouici \ih~. me to email i|OU ihnsc copies. Attliis point, we liavc fulfilled all 

-he concemsand points that botfi attorncep have raised, but wopld like further 

hcari-ng from John and Marianne that it wasn't doaWe. A'^.y help would be appreciated. 

l^cgarcis. 

Lincoln Assistant {l.lection Acminiitrator 

•> ! 2 Avenue 

L.bbq.MT 

••rC e-2 ? -7 7 5 1 , ext 16 ? 
lcie;n@libbijarfr 


!Z 

■/14/2009 
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Jufy t. 20C5 


Th»» Irncoio CoutUy Suard o» Ca.'rjn<fiUQn*rt me! (o> a mgiiiar wi%i<\r. o*» July 1. 2009 m Ihc bncola County Coort)»(w&t;. 
Pfcscn: a.'c ConvntssKmcf John Konicn. Conifnjssmoe/ Mananns Rcoie Ccmn.'SSiC'W Tony Sergei. Excartive 
Assistant Bid Btsenoft ano Cork and T.imfny Lauef 

9.C0 AM Ccmrraisjons-* Kenzsn opened tl\« meeting wth t^c Pledge 0^ Altag^nrcc 

9 00 AM USES Update. Kami W-nsiowf, Paul Slanius. Ted AndCfSon onSBmtl Tuqua a*? present. 

Kamj reported tftal Itx: Gnzziy Beer amertj'twr.j »s m progross Monianore Wwv. commenl period its itrWer/,ay Over 
?.000 fonn Vetairs ;vcfe rocewed as vrea as many more comments I t^e 'etters were rr»(;y from an ens’iipnrren'al giDcc 
They are trying to slop the mine Tfwre v.-as a discussr.-vn about the Morfanoro nuno M?lc/AYesl Fisher propict m 
process St>mir'<us money has been ahoui Si 3 miJion rtecned so far. PaU wifl Rti ino Cofnrrussonem in or specHics 
in the future. Tht projeefs y/rlt bo conUtcHrd out m the most part Some of jie projects are (of Utb year ano some nro for 
nc»! year They t»avt; until Septerntjer 30. 20 10 to use ttw? money Pan', taikcd about the rapaiis to sorre roads. 

Tncy have bem mcetiny win Hconomc Oeve/opmer.: p4op»« about senw projects to sec if peepfe nrc intamsted in 
working on some prcjcic's Paul Romcffv*r1 is worVirvo on a mactlng to speak to inicresled partios 
Ted spoke about ttw Giov<in Pdicy and if<e objccuws wfueb v,cuk} invnh.-e the Forest SerN-.ca The Forest Plan Is 
dramattcaBy diffcrcnl from the Gror/tfi Poicy. Ted woutd hko to see a MOU vwijion bobveon the Fcrcr.l Service and the 
Ccirmdaioncfs «n order to mat^e certaTi mm t?w»re rs *n oncerctonamy br‘»w*n Ov.* t.w Hatri wopicc cf the growih poi^;y 
shouto he giva.n lo the Forest Service so they can have an idea o? the Comrr ss^oners priorities There was a tfocuss’cr-. 
ffhdut l’%e Coordinating end coeperottng atotus issues th«l »s already m pieces^ and me Individuals tnvolverf. Ed Lever: 
ctmwerMcd on the WUI Uta*. :s mapped out lo' Oie Cou.niy 

10 02 AM Ed Lcvcti-Wildrirc Prosvniation' Present aic Ed Lfc vert Vic Whida. Brad Fuqua. Jamy Rusi and Rcby Bovvt 
Ed has Cwi working for attout 5 months on a v/rkJtero Fae Prcgruss'cn Risk AnstfySfS sponsored by LmccFn Ccunty and 
lindcd by a grant. Ed presanled a Poww Point on his fsrdmgs He wen! tlvough a scenario of a fire In Lintoln County 
end me nciAjna token f-ie used iltc Pefmeniot Fire from test surnmer as an exampie. his scenario s.nov/CU the 
Conwnissioners hcv/ qiiickhy LiLby ceuW be nwoSicd m a fne. Th^ rtrj» comd nave been in Hie Lihby City Lirrtls fn 6 hours 
Hn laik.vi aboci bums and irea nerts that are cutren-jy being ptanred £c i.-itvod aenut lli« City of Libby bomg less than 
eager to take any actions to suspod fdt> wts* ft>..‘: reducrkjns Cornn'KsTrvof Serge! moved to send a fetter lo the Crl/ of 
Libh) enccor.igi.ng them In partner in a fsB vaso comirnifuty The motiun cartierf Commissioner Sergei also mo'/ed lo 
wri’.e a tetter in suppcrt of the FJowcf Creek pmjcct Ccnvnissioncr Kc.r7»».v noied 3\nt Eu brought this project to the 
SlakehoUers ard Ifioy |umpod on it ^nmcdiaicty ar,d s-j did die Fcnuit Service The mobco tarried, Ttipr* yvjir a 
cjiscvfssion of semo oi me ^Iwat^^biruy of f«c fighting msuntets tu the Libby area 

! 1 00 AJ.t Cabinet View F.r o Serrice A/ca: J>m Luschcr, Cora! CumiTu,'’g5 Rotf/ Fxiifeft Wast. Biad f uq-aa. 
Howard Troycr and Betty TTiyi-r arc pres-i'-t Jvn began ty siBting (haS Uioy ’ec* the cispetch situslion is net good The- 
presented the Convuissio'icrs with a four page C*ecLvaticin of Intent and Oioa'xh Jnstruebens to Sheriffs DispatrJi, 
Comrmssicner Koru'en nolra that me Sherff has the rlecnien cn thn Jim -uiid Ihnl mr>y aro ankirvg the Commi^i»orcf3 to 
help faa6‘>atft tfie discussion vr.3i the Shflnn's departrnent Com! said fha: here is an annexatioo in process to get more 
area m ifie CvFD Ufsirct and the FftvFR disKict to ccf rid ol the area ths: « not coveted by any fito department. Coral 
staled fha! Ute CVFD fiws r.o m'anticn o< goitino an an ibutence stiver , hi.wivver she had slated eatfier thsi they wootc M 
responding ta medical calls s.s ••.tt respiyder. Comm is sic nex Konjor. said that if sourwts iAe bcarrls need la rreet vatli 
boflfJj irivofvnd lo roocti ag'a<5*T.cn{.s arc ‘Jval tiic Com*n.S 5 »oner 5 c'c net rcafy nvo.ved m itiese procossos 

\ 1 31 A-V. Road Oil Bids Cerrmtssfonar Kcncen opened the only b e 5‘jhht^ted by McAsphatl ImUrstnes Lirnsled of 
Canada. Aitan Mayr.ew frem VcAspha^t cacp-eircc thot this ta« ul year tlic cost is I'kt highest that nsp-natt costs Thrry 
store ott in Novembor for tl-c next season because K is cheapest in these rryyans r\spr\M <s chnaper this yaar than tost 
ye.i’ Cumnusworiftr OorgAt ttv>/*d to apfjfov^ sjcAsphail Irdustnos t>d for rj»J services and n corried. 

t ! 53 A?.?; Csbirpt View Fire Service A.ca Board r, requesting *a3t Jeff Moutes be oppointod to fiH the pesFjon leT 
oaen tj, Jeh Groijohn ri.-uj teal Sety Troycr tc rwappoinie'J to ha' pocit'cn Cenvn ssof'ei Qergal moved to approve INr 
apsoiruinenis as reouostco and >t earned 

1:30 PW Subdivision Rcvi w Kns'jn Smr?h and bss Oedev/akJi 

1 30 PM Amended Lets 2 and 4. fthrerdafe Subdryteicn, 9 lots, cubbc hsaring Prcseni arc Susan Suther'anrl Tirr. 
Rc-oncy , John Oarnon. 5yro*i £ andeison and Erf E> 75 ft?ston Lisa opened the public hearlttg and presented tho 
sutdonsiOTi and ccrHJi«tor.s. Sric opened the pub'ic heanog Susan St:ihcd.Tnd is the adjacent landowner. Shekxjiisoul 
her frcni doer ri the proposed ?ub<:iv.sron. Her fvst ccnccm is water ou.H r/. She has a ihot is downWI and 
derwnstream from the subdiv^cn. She « also concerned about tne mad r.-j ctiing abtn to tjaiKlle Uie meroased traffic. 

She addressed tvkse polkj.*«o She asked about the f.'irmland Ia.v5 Trvs s one of *he fr-v segmanls of tend that can be 
farmed. She read excerpts from fhs Growth Poicy She had no concerns iFjrl ye v»kd Tim Rooney atnted that the fo»«J 
t» 3 25 mph road so sight shov’d no! be a proW^ Ho leelK ttial Ihs iuM /iS'cn shcaJd foEow tfie growth pcGcy by putliog 
lyowlh cJosai lo tovm. Tungalu.i -s »«ir1.nig on m« fue supprossiori issuEr ‘.'^in LihOy Firo The puhtic hearing v/as eJoseO 
at t 5A FM 
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2:00 P».<. Sunset Ranch Subdivision, IG loss public »;eanni) Pfcsenl a-c John Dftnon. Byron SaiKtersof* and Pd 
Etjglestoo. Krpiljn has rn«{ vnlh the dnvetapar and is addrass ng hur mneonw on iiio coMivKioo H was c«c»cicd U«ol U* 
subd«v»s»on siiouid be done in iwo phases The Trs! phase hav*! IQ lots and Hie second phasft vnwW be me 
tBirainop 6 Kfis<to stwv.-cd eicturca oJ the suixlntaion. £d Egg'es^n %-3S here to asM. il his teUw had been addressed 
from oncf ptisiic hearatg Mi» ccnccrrv,, are dust and water and vire>: %va!er cr^nJanianOion. Byron Sanderson addressed 
ihe issues Jehn Oamon wanicd to ciarfy 3 ccopi* oi items m tt» ccndibc'.s Tne pubhe neanng v/as closed at 2^8 PM 

2,31 PM EsVer Subdivision f.nal pUt approval. The condilions havu been met and the subdi’/tsion a ready for fmnJ plat 
app'o.ru CoiTvnissiorier Bergel rr^A-ed to apprcr/c Wts ftnaJ p!al anp it car:>K3 

2 j4 PM W.orahw Subdivision bnal ptat appfoval 1 he conditions na- e been met and s^e sufcdivtMJn u ready for fmal 
pat oopreva* Commif Mor*Qr 9or^ rr*c*/ed to appiove the Imal plat ard ;! ratted 

2 37 PK*. Moado*// Creels Esf-ilcs. Fnal pbit 3 ppto\at Tit: conditioos ha.e been met Commtssicnor Bygcl rreved 10 
afifvcivc IN* Pont pfaf and <1 carried 

2 3SPM: Family Transfer DonandDfeOmD.tvtsv.'Dnilotrarrsfef apaiccttolhclrdouohtcr LucyOn Tliefcisrxj 
tr.eicai'on of evea-on as the property his been in Da «<•' name S'rce 13€9 CnTmissoncr Hooso moved to approve the 

fam.<ty rr,trts?e' A<vt it cs-med 

2.35 PM M'iflcen Cove Subdivtsion. M^cuaidl is osJunp to redo<.a t-ho cvngiixaJ numbar of tols Uom d to 2 arxl wifi net 
De constructing Ae now roaa, Corrmissionpr Rcow •aiew the prepen/ o'st was m agrocrrwHit 

2 43 P^.t, Ken Stephens nsd ? farrhy transfor eppro'vcd in April but hat no*, been ab»e to f-ie the COS orto would iiko a 
b/.c monih exiervst'.n lo fda r.-'s COS tn Mitrph of 2\3t0 Commisscncr dcf.>ct rrrovcu to apptovc 'tic l.vo nx)nth ex'ensicri 
3 rd I! rarnca- 


2.S5 P»^ Refuse Discussion K?.thi Hooper and R^y MiBer hnvu como ta talK !o the Com.tilssionw5 fo descuss the 
gavciicepcfs at mo tsntinT Kat^v said lf»« piles are cleaner since l.hc oateteepar. People scern to bo mom aware of the 
oitcTcni places the niued re(u<n sno^AJ be Ctsposed of. Coramissionar Etrgel talVcd about aft the awnpiaints ho has 
been rocer.mg People ara corrptoininQ sral thmr mtnsu fees v/ent up nr their taxes and row Ipay arc being dia^-gcd for 
d«.«nping Convnissioner Konzan as^4^d it die f ovenu<r has rjijnged Katr. said that toe reventA.- has irvueased T n«y 
arc requast-ng that the gatekeeper poii«..ori te made porTument They wpjtd keep .1 as hvo patl ume posilioas through 
the Siirrrrcf Cymnvss oocr Rcosc mo/cd fo apprck^ tf’u yoiekseper pose-on as two part ii.m« fwsittcns as Kadn swv 
St Commtfsionei 3ciyoi 5 ?coi*dod with disaisiiori toat Ray .s Sure the cuc;f< <5 taken into conrjdcrabon witit each load 
800 the gaiskccper is Poibiy. Kathi and Ray novc ivi; nud many cofrp<a<r to and asked ifiol they be made aware of die 
ones the Commirs*oners ara 'ccervino 

3 30 Pf.! .f'jommtralrvc Isisjcs. Eifi toSved 10 the Comnvssianws about ms grave.' bids. He diu: a spreadsheet to s-how 
the Conmissiofiers the offerer:* m bsJs Comm?r-iu-v:cr Bargci .w.-ed to aepreve the 'ow bidder on -ach ul the 
bkJs lor cacli city. The gravel crushng bis ara awarded to Kel'er fo< I bby Wards for Troy, and Kcoleruii Sand ant! 
Gravef for Eureka The nwifion ca.m« 

‘j||^ 3;41 PKl The Commisjoneis ffcsciusad p«rsonn»l ^ 

3 58 PM' Eureka Rural Development Partners v.is'-^ lo cn.u'.ge or/^ naf cfiargu of the scop9 o! v/ork tor ih« SS.C'OO 
for bto tnass crant from 0.\:^C ‘nwry a:v cnar^ng ?r*s rooo'cnl cl S t .2^5 to C.vmas Crenk E*v<»rpffses for n b^msat 
twav»g ‘>bjoy 

ii 0-1 PM Fhn Trego Forttrn Str/kcf rlro Servic** Area wis'ies to increate iherr fees by iCOV. ‘.0 550 per year They 
are asktoo to hegm ihs prec: rs C-mmisstone' Rocmi wl inform inAm unr.t me prccess can bugm dourg the bodgol 
upprovat precsss in S«»ptern'>e» 

4 27 PM Tko Comm.ss'ontrs went over lhc-.f summer schedulfeS \vnh B-'i Bisc.nofl. 

•1 30 Pf.t tfJM n■Inclt^g .vAs Suiuumec 

LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD CF COMWiSSiONCRS 


Comrri:asor>e< uonr Konrs-"'. Ci'.^irmon 

ATTEST 

Twimy 0. Louci Cfork o* the Sovd 


22 


July t, JOOQ 


. U-KclT Co^nly Boanj o< Comrm»s;orcr!i met fck: a reoyJaf seswor on .hjty 8. 2009 in inc Lmtoln Comity Courthoono 
f .<= 5 «.n Cjntiiwsjcnvf A^»i Konjsn. Conwn-js.no^f Mafumrut Rcov». Cewnits^oner Twiv Bc!Q«t e«JCUtr.tt 

Ast^raw B:ft Brschotf afvtf C-eputy Otrk ot tne Byara JiS nJoindah) 

tU 00 AM CtyrhTnstion^r Koryicn opened the meeting vith the PVedg^ o' A*egu»!KC 

to ot AKt EPA Update Present arc Ted L>vi«rt. Hepe-cca Thomas. Mae C-nan. DsA SJoan. Victor Ketettepper 
^«r.ne LeC(X«. Kath; Hcw. Brad Fuqua. D C Orr. and Juay On the pNw Ktrby from Senator 

Ba’juiS c«<e. I arry Andemon fiom Congrewman Rchherg » nflice an*} Vp^eiia trem Senator Tester s o««w 

tegio, t>y ctpOinj-^ 9 vi fondou! to cveryc^-^ T{ e handout « mosUy questions gathered Uern 
CARO and TAG meetings that the Commissonofs wcuW Me lo havq the EPA take a iock at and ocl back to lfv»tn wiD the 

’*.13«PrtJP«tfc5haveb«n'cH:enedci 

tsKoin County /irgmia ihanjied the EPA tor puitu'^ the Sanger Wattng SKe at the top of the list far deanup 
Coo^vo^r Kcuen atio oipressed Ns appf«: 3 ticn to their qutk achtn v<tor spoke to k«T ami they aro very 
<»mmun^it^^ 5 ^n 5 ng the c‘a« to stooy Uncon Cour.T/ Reberxa spoke atjoul the cio 3 o-ups on 
u L'W JocKson is ptervrvnq a vis.t to Uncoln CmmJy but a data has not bom 

CO ^ mco..inss to fcmitrinte guoefrr-^r, and prepare a m S 5 «oo sbntemeni and is hopmg the 

EPA Adm«! 3 t/atcrv/dlb<* able tcatt<*fldco« of theme Jtingi » -vw ^ v 

Kas.-««m. KadY Hoooer. Ray Anderson and Brent 

s. ^ vKicon rs rcce^T^ grant mor*y « S-pplember to fen^ and eneJose di.-mp s^tes and need to have a s^c 

« ^ to use for the mcrey. Tr e Sovog- LbVo site a the rnoroy wm the R-veitiBuO Ukc Road svte temp second 

v! rcspci'.snA. for ctairnq a, od'np srtM. vanous other rates for tee 

s,rc«n txtJC* Bfid go.t-ng gram moriey lo rj»lp pay for gatekeepers at the dump r*fes 

n 44 AM Tne Commiswreis -Ma tr^ interlocal Agreement bcM^r. tne Cty of L bby and Lincoln Countv 

toc^mr-, a.-,) , c«n.>d Th.. ^yc^Twnl «, by Chanwi Konjen. 

Tn. ComoK^fs mM Rtjolujon Nu<M>«< bis .vl»CT is an bihianca cu Bx Couiuy ol Uncoin appnwyig lb« mtynxsl 
v^lSh”" ^ ST'n ' C««» tn Uicoln Cwmy. and Ireoln CouW/ crtato^Vcity^ouiW,- 

T =»>“"«<«' room nw .^0 aibxols! me 

rssc.ct on jrxi ti tamed Trc rasauUsn v.aa sorted oy aS the Convrissbr.'ers 

t 33 Pf t Sutvlv.'nlon Review: * 0.5110 Smith end L»in Cctonar,! 

t 32H,l R.ycrdalc Atn. lots 3 & 4 » Icit. tycfcTiiwrv pUt decsion P.esenl rK» Tim and Dianna Roerwy end Byron 
oanderv^ Li» remmded the Comitesswrvyrs yf the iubdivition oret;»ntc*: lost week Commbsrotvyr Ccraet rriAcd b 
dpp<^ the su^ivtsron A 5 tJrskrnmary plal according to Pla'imng Stotf .i^ommendattonc and podirg the tWM coodiuen 
rpgenjing tlio 5 Strset Eklansich ooceteralicn lane b/v 1 It wriied 

^ me OommisstoooTs of the subdnnsron 

^cson >6d fast v«ek. Ouestinr.? regortfcvj the regitonon no*t lo die raad A-ott juvtvieted by tho Planning StofI 
CoITlm.^s^^^»f Rpose tnc-.cd if. epprmns the sutKirajiun as nreJimnar,. p.p; accordinq lo PlennWry Slat? recomawndabom 
aryj n 


J t>4 PM Gear HolkAv. Am l.tt 2 pi Ocjanei Tran .vp 2 . 4 lats, ^n.x- pmi oeasvoo A.^ cohd.tions have teen met 
Con»tt«s«:rfter Reuse moved t;- npomre uSc frof i4a< a-H »t cennr:: 


Clianand Lakasho-s VIolat.on - S.’H Tracis tot 4 Knst.-r. ard L sn »ho;»ed the Cofnm«s«or.<Ms picJurcs taken 
Iron. th-M etd^tent vtsits to cto sigrr th.'. year, rrwm a co^K3u» desPucK^t erf the .vc«l 3 r<J.s arto sUodmg water r*xi to 
arvi on the imacprorcd roM thai ervU al Bto! lake tATinr. L«a am 0 ! tho sight on Juty 7 . there was v/atof end bobttes 
^cig up ai^jgn ihe roan r-e CaTirTj.*4 oners agrto Uw laitoa/yr.er is m v<I«Jca and wo-uto Ike the Pianrang Staff lo 
dra’i a liHtor for toe Cornm&sionai: to re/tar/ and infeno ths bndcN^rw*# pi :r« vrstotw-i 


2 1 1 r^.i The rttr.nr.g S!.srf disaiSrCd various issues wn toe Ccrrhif lartm 
y 00 P\i Tf» Ccfniressionera Ois^ pentomoi issuos . ^ 

<.tuPW Tt»e meeting was ;.ciourn«d 


UKCOLR COUNTr BOARD OF COMMfSSIOhERS 

Jo**.p K'tnjsn C^siman ~ ^ 

ATTEST 

Bkx;ioan Depur- Ctotk cr tr-i Botirl 
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Page I of I 


Leigh Riggieman 

From; MiKe Sehestedt [msehestedt^mtcounlies.orrj] 
Sent: Tnursday. July 16. 2009 8:48 AM 

To; John Konzen; Leihg Riggieman 
Subject: Lincoln County Non-Parilsan Elechon*: 


Assuming that you can meet your time lines for adoption of the ordinance prior to the election and all of the city/tov/n elections 
will be by mail ballot on the election day, then I think that you are good to go with the proposal to submit the question of non* 
parrisan eiections to the voters this November. 

2 a ti 70. ScA'JtfCif 
Chief Counsel 

Montana Association of Counties 
2727 Skyway Drive Suite f 
Helena. MT 59502 
Phone (406) 441-5472 
Fax {405) 441-5497 

MOTiCc. This e-mail transmission and any documents accompanying it contain information originating from the Montana 
Association of Couniies Legal Division (MACo). The transmission and any accompanying documents are intended solely for the 
narnc-d recipientfs) and may contain confidential and/or proprietary* information belonging to MACo, its clients, members or 
other parties, legally protected by the Attorney-CItent Privilege, the Work Product Doctrine or other applicable law. If you arc 
not tee ini.endcd recipient, disclosure of this information to you was inadvertent and unauthori^od, and you are hereby notified 
that any disefosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly 
proh.nited, that the documents should he destroyed immediately, and that you should conrTrm such destruction to mo at 
‘n.'-ciKsmdiamtcounlies.ofg or (406]44i-5«i72. Thank you. 


7 / 16/2009 


/ ^ 
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August 5, 7009 


1 h»! Lircnh County Canvniwjoncf', mrl Jot h lefioi^f scJ.firtn on August b 2009 fTcs^nl are Commissioner JGtw 
Korueo Comnvss'cner Wananm: R?os«. CommissionfM Tony B<?»get E»f^cul^*c Ass-siant B.n BiscHoH arnl C*.c<t ani 
Rorordf-r Tammy L3U4?f 

9 I»6 AM Commiss-onef opened the imeting »v4tn the Ptedg^ ol Aa^gianM 

to 00 AM EtocUon Administration DapartmonU Tammy laiwr. Ei^cHon AUuKiusuutot and Leigh Riggteman Atsistam 

Eierlion Administratci pmsenHt) in» Co.Wissioneis w»lh Piisoluton num&» EM fo r an C 

i sv.m nn Nfan-Parttsan Ete<lii:^s Tammy mad Ihp fesolution and gave » bnet summaiy ofiKfTeason tw request and t 

It^ histoiv w the tstue »:cmimentgd end vMOOtvM to the t«stm Cwmr.tss'onef Roitsc moved to s-on ^ 

Rfsoluhon Ntimbei 830 to V.ecp tne piocoss moving Cdrr5ii«sio^ Konzen seconded the mouon and R earned vnth 
Commissioricr Konien and Commtssionei Rooss votmg fw and Cotwirissiow Budget votetg aga ins t T hcf® tirfl t« 
another piotic reading on August !fr. 7009 m Eure<ia 

to <40 AM Moo! Williams tioe! discussed his cont/act with n»e Cornmiw-oTit-ta His contraci has e« 0 !rod and he o- 
tiopmg 10 iene»v .1 at Ute same icm.s Tne Cominis-vonets sR vo'rjjd tfKW aj^roval o! NotTs pedotmanoc »n h>s ivni>. so 
Ja»nj issues 'mth the lores’, and Thh aixJ Ganw !or the CcAjnty Convmsftonm BetQPl mo/fd to appttr.-e NoeTs conl'act 
tor the ut>cuming yeai «i canieo 

1 1 30 AM Phone Cunfeicncc" Closed meeting tvilh Atlomey Scan Go*co*>c!»ea on a {H»fSone«’ issiK* 

1 1 45 AM ComnussjonJM Rocsd moved to cppruvc Iho minutes for all o! the month of July The rTvoutcis have l«en 
aopfOv«:d tut railed to he volcd cn 1 1»i; motion earned 

t 30 F\A Subdivision Review Kftt'.in Smith and L<sa CJecJcwaWt 

^ 30 PM LaVeshore Permit l> 3 vc CharrtJCis on Gten LaVe v^ouid hLe to ouiid 8 rjor>. on hs proporty Lish 
diagram.*: cl lt«e dock artd propotty The CommisC'Xjneis «(H vote on lh« r e d v/cev 

1 31 PM Lakoshore Permit Dave Watv/ick cn BjO Lake would tike to btnkl a dock on ms propeiv Ltsa shewed 
piduics of ttw and gave a description of th<» doc)'. The conimiss'ooois "hit vote next wcei: 

1 33 PM Rotoaso ioti»r of Credit tweka itiis Subclivtsxjn has been compteied and so a>e toner of cireCii nceos i . t^- 
reteased Cotmniss»orief Roose m<>ved to aiKnove tlic rcSease of the lettei of credit and it canned 

t 37 C*M Lint* 0-an*n Subdivision Th,? suhdivtson wcs aptxfived tsst wuck and Comm»iJOr»ef Konreft Sig»-«3 it 

: 33 PM Tfvi Commtsvantfs dscu 5 sc*d ItH’ subdivision rt'oeuased tost v/o«k that come up next week. 

t 48 PI.1 Krislio and L«8 talked about rocuni seminars and classes they hsvH allentlcd leccntty 

2 1 1 PM Review Proposals for Pr o}ecl Manager (or the HRSA Grant KadIBen Bucher c» Kahsptfl Montana was tho 
u'i'v unpscaht Ttic Convrvssiorws will ijivo her prcpbsa! to other concemod paitie.n arid pel their feedback 

3 30 f*M Elected Olficiais Salary Cominiltev (EOSC) TJccting Commilloo rnembois prcwml am the dirue 
Co^^m»ts^onefS. NarKy t roller Higgins Oaryf Anderson. Bonnie Leison. Teiry Crocks, Stove Newm-m. Jtd Grulii” 

Tammy Laoer and Darren ColdvyeiL The Sebuy nommiltec discussed ccnccni. abawt irtcrcasrs in w.sgnt Borwe 
t arson rrovwd to epprove a S Ol an hour raise for r.aunly rtecied oftoaS m oriJef to n!tow the ihentTs decotus to receive 
tneif foagcvity. Tfierc was a siisa&sioo atKWt the ic.ogcssty for Ihe county etecied oflioaK 35 Uiey cunenay gel • « 

Nancy Sutton Higgins moved to to’go me longevity for elected offoeis H was pomted out that the fortgevi.y vra* create 
10 comp»*nw!e »>e eiectwl for bonefits that they are nal ftntitted to as elected Skav f tewman seconded the 

motrtjn and Ihe rrvoOon ta^ed 5 lor sort tv npamal Tt»e Cornmissonefs wH) lake Hie fnM-,mmerid»fion undo* cons»derm. 
piKl voie on (I next vfvev 

4 25 r’M The meeting was ad|Oorned 
liNCOLW COUKTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 





.tufin Konzen. Charfman 

ATTEST 

Tammy D Laver Cterk of the Board 
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RKSOLUTIO^No. 830 


ORDINANCE CALLING FOR A BALO T ISSUE ON NON-PAR'riSAN ELECTIONS 

WHEREAS, many voters in Lincoln County have expressed their desire to have 
local county clcclions conducted as non-pjirtisan; and 

WITERXAS. non-partisan elections require an alteration ofour existine form ol 
county government; and 

WFUEREAS, alterations orour existing form of county government require the 
approval by the electors of Lincoln County; now 

1 1 lEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board ofCommissioners of Lincoln 
County dial the Election Administrator of Lincoln County s\m\] hold a Special Election 
by mnd to be held on Novembers, 2009 a l)allot issue allowing the electors of Lincoln 
County tn approve or reject non-partisan elections for Lincoln Countv elected officials 
The ballot sliali be submitted in substantially the following form: 

D FOR adoption of tire amendment to Lincoln County’s current fonn uf 
government requiring non-partisan elections (no political party idemification for 
Lincoln County elected officials) effective November 1 5, 2009. 

(J l-OR retaining Lhe existing form of government requiring partisan elections 
(political party idcniincation for Lincoln County elected officials). 

This ordinance shall become cffecltvc 30 daN's after the second reading and final 
adoption. 

Done II) session this S’" day of August, 2009. Second Reading to be held August 1 9, 



LDJCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 



Attest: 

fammy D. Laucr, Clerk of the lioard 
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NOTICE TO VOTERS 


Ihe Lincoln County Commissioners will hold a public 
meeting on a ballot issue to be put forth to the Voters of 
Lincoln C ounty. This ballot issue addresses allowing all 
County Government Elected Officials to be voted on 
without party designation. 

Reading on ordinance and the opportunity^ for public 
comment will be held on; Aug ^ 5. 2009 at the Lincoln 
County Courthouse, 512 CalifonnT^Xvenue, Libby. MT in 
the Commissioner s ofllce at 10:00 a.m. 

ANT) 

-Ajig ust 19, 2009 at the North Lincoln County Annex. 
66121 MT Highway 37, Eureka. iVlT in the Conference 
Room at 10:00 a.m. 


Kitolcnii) \ alley Reed’d; iho weeks of July 20 and June 27 
1 Vuiicy News; Uic weeks oi .August 3 and August 1 0 
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Augus*. 12. 200D 


Th»j »-«co*r» C^nty Boa'O o< CoaimissionerB mei for a regular satsicn on August 12. 2C09 in Iha Lincoln County 
Cou«Kw« Present «,« Comn«5»«n JoTn Koruen. Cnmmitwner Uorworw Roose. Commoa'OTcr Tony Bcrga. 

tuecufcve Assistant am BifrChoffondCJerti and Recorjer Tommy Lau«f. 

9 00 Ar4 Comm^sloner Konren opened the mooting wth the Ptedge erf AHgianco. 

Poul srwoonoKj that 16 mSLon in 

5t)n^rionov« com.ri9to!heKooJ^^ Stimulus projoct, am m thn planning stages Puul Stanfut 

and Ihe timei.ne for it 

« Panhandle ftaUcnai Forest working with tfw Kootena. ^^abon3f Forest. Pairf talked about 

tha^e Forest Service ts ca-rentty involv«5 m concem«^ the YaaK Fare Season has been very good so far 

^ 

tained to r«?pe< out of the helcoptsr down to the fire area. The BPA rebund on a>e fine is gang well 

r^^^ra! On. Gordon SulSvan. Caocta n..rt.a>.;gh., Kathryn LoCrvurs. Katha Hooper. Bre.nt 

^ ^ DrrocJor VKrtor Ketelteppcr is on the phone. Ted began by ervKjunctog that 
September 16 vvdl be a rnerlmg on the mine sale. There wiq be en OU1 and OU2 meebng Seplember 23 2009 Thar 

reschndutPd fer the 20" in the evening. Ted wW that me new 
a D^S^r M ^ '""**'’** VOvterdoy. There te a tenlalrve p=;in to 

st^ to ^ that they have cleaned up 72 pmponJes this year. The gotf courso work showkl 

P^en.<!d to Ibtwn by^ Health BoanJ ond hopes to liave answers next monih. The/ would fcka to schedu5<' 

1 K-Oant. There is a house arcurxJ VYartoxl Creek that has caved in 3.nd a 
OU7 '^‘”3 on mat house soon. Kathryn talked etcul 

r / fYan c^ next week. She and Comnrfsstoner Koncen talked about hov/ 

r " ^ talked about Ihs CRS cenbal mointananen. Rebecca cornmonied on (hat. Thoro v«s some vcfn^Uc 

r.xmd on the Sunger Welding srUt ytrstorda-/ but it wsis all ctoanod op by 5:30 tfraf day. vermxxUo 

ZZ ^ fo«f trm minuio:, of the August 5. 20M mrKrtIng. Cor.anissonor Bwoet moved to 

approve th» muiutes as vvntien arrd H earned. 

a^bou^4.Hol(h.^Vfa». «J.osa«,p!^»t,a.4.Ha, Ttevn:.<J» v«tnnaoull)icJHat*a<.M,l3-j. 


o" 


q/A' 


h'‘^ 




ir!‘^^ 

J 


.X-.. w.... lo ar.^ lo mo ^AynmfS5>oncn; about the County Van that she drwns Her current v 

un$» and needs replaced. She shopped the Libby doa'.ers and recei»-ed oonx* quotes for rfrfemnl veNcJcs. The 

tcmmissjoners Idd her to shop for something in U» $10,000 area She v«a look some mare this altamocn. 


’ . ^5 A«t Tim Orlhmayof with Morrison Malerte. Inc- T«n brcmgin mere tnfomrabo'i about the oirpori grorto. Tvn 
b-'ought some papers for Commiiuocmer Kamtn u> sign on tlw projocta for Eureka wto Ubby AvportS. 


1J0PI.{* Subdivision Revtevr Kricto Smrt.h ana Lsa Ocdewaldt 


1;3I PM: Chambers Lakoshofo Permit; This Gten Lake dock xsus d.scussvd tost vreok. Crxnmissiorref Rcosc ^wnt to 
^srfe to vrevr cl« proposed dock and fotmd too dock to be in ptecn otoady. Cemmiesioner Roo.so moved to send a 
loner to M.'. Chambc.'s saytog that his dock, is to violation of the pcnr^l process and needs to be removed The issue win 
be turned over to toe Courrty Attorney The lakesnom perrot b dcraed at mis time for lack of process. The moiwn 


1.31 PM War/rkk Lakofthore Permit. This 3utJ L/ike Dock was Utscusscd last week Convntssjoncr Roose moved to 
spp'^ove the Lakochoro parm:i at>d it carried. 

V36 PK5 Lisa orosented toe ComnuMtaners with b toaer from the Bui! Uke Fire District requesting annexation by 
--airwnt View Sufcdhrlsion Those requests go ihrmiph Ihe Clerk and Recorder's offtcs so the request wUl be passed cn 
to thsm 


1:40 Pkt: Krkfin gave an updsto on THt/Dav.s po^L 

2:1.3 PM KrtsSn talkxto about the Planning Board meeting They all toiked about the Subdh/isfen Regulauons group 
and thtar progress 

2:33 Ptl- Contmissioncr Roosc asked tfio Commi».stofM»rs to conskJpr the povuer Issue at the falrgrourids. Linccln 
EHrCtric has ePered to do an uporads on the power at a discoimJ birf oven u»n it b wry cxponeivo, ConwrfMtone.' Roose 
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upUale la Uio fa.njrocnd!s as presonlcd oul of PILT and H 


rrovcd to appro'.ift toe payment cf the costa of the declrical 
earned 


grant a«J,tc«nefl. «‘Ccunry. Camrmss.oncr Roosc fTwyed to aporwo Uw County !K)on^ 


CcmmoiM. "“"""“"HM Sy the Sala-y 

Roo« »«««^ *r f ««> o'MhS CemTOtWhcr 

hctohd. 1l« molton 0«1 lo. »» «» «' «nt tangey^ly eod thoe ww re 

Roe^„^du.m.yc.m=,==oe,eveec..et'teJulyT2^^^^ Hh. melioh „hl« 

ih! "-I' 3chhe„ y„„e. fo, g„ 

i~c„?rrh:;rrhrgr^^^^^ 


3 26 PM: The meeting vras ad]ottn>cd 
LINCOLN COUNTY 80ARD OF COr4r4I3SIONERS 


John Koorwn. Chairman 
ATTEST 

Tammy D. Lauer. CterK cf th« Board 
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August 26. 2009 


T7ic Urw 33 tf» Catnty Board of Ccotrrtssiortcns met for a rogtiter session on August 26. 2009. in tho Lincoln Count/ Ccirttxwstt. 
Pfoseni were Comnvssiofiof John Ken/en. Convntssioiier Manonne Roose. Commisioner Tony Bergot. E«cu&vo Asslston’. 

BIB B.'ccn-oft and Clerk and Recorder Tammy Lauw. 

9 00 AM CcmTusvarvif Konzen opened the meeting wiUi the Pledge of Allegiance. 

9.01 /iM Stinger VVcUling: Paul RumelharL Ca.*! Oougas. Amy Guth and Tony Palodino. SiKiger Welding pesentod a 
Ground and FaoUty Lease with Option to Purchase benrmcn Kootenai Business Park tndustria) Distiicl and Steiger Woldfog, 
l.nc- Co?rvnttsionor Bergot mtr/ed to approve the agrefimenl tor 'jic Kooternl Cusmesa Park and it carried. Ari Amendment to 
tee OevekTn^eni Agreement won ntso signed 

9 30 AM. County Attomoy Bernard Casskiy Bemo t» tpquasting a M lime employcu to reptuco a part Irma employee ho 
no longer has. Tho Cemmissionors discussed ina issue v«di Bemie arvJ agreed to »«ln\v Nm to hire 0 full l»me employee 

10:00 AAt. Mancy Higgina, Treasurer Nancy pointed out several tax aniounls for mobile homes Uial fiad very small 
iSscrepanoBS and asked Uiat they fce forgrAjn. Commissionef Borgot mmiuJ fo do this on the nccommendaticn of tho 
Troasjrer and a earned. Then Nancy prosonted the Convn'fssionera wtU» a fed of MobJe Home taxes Ihol need to bo deleted 
fJua to it'.e mo&<e bo-Vig destroyed cf moved out of !he County Commissioncf Bcrgel moved to defoto tho mobHe home ta.res 
on Lho feM et to# rocoTvwondation of l»Mf Treasurer rmd i: carried. Nancy shiwved the Cwnmnsonois a list of MoW« Home 
Taues IKa years or more dottnduenl She ha* gone through the processes and feds 8i3t tho County will never co^tocl Ihese 
taxes The Cornmtssionors would l*a to see an effort to gel nd of tho mobiles toat ore ddmqyont and are destroyed but not 
*n. 3 ved Nancy snowed a Lst o? PnrsonaJ Property T axes that 3fft tfoUnquent. Comnvss'onof Bergei moved to approve detet-ng 
the cfo<inax> 3 nt petsonal property taxes under S5C^ for tho yaars of 2000 through 2005 Commtsswner Konzon -^vouJd »« to 
see m effort made to collect the personal property taxes from 2006 to pmsonl Comnvsstoncr Bergot movxfo to fiavo N.ancy 
asi on me porsonal property taxes as discussed and ii carried. 

1 1 00 AM Administrative Issues: The Commssreners drscussud Ow rent hat WIC pays at the Eureka Annex. They also 
estussed a Icner from Tobacco VaSay Induslnal District 

1:00 Pf.l; Lll Dupree, Development OfTtcer for the Community Action Partnership of Northvresl Montana She brougnt 
the fc -annual work plan for the txnnmunity serMx Mock grant. She gave the Cornm.*ssrariefr, a printout shovr-ng the projects 
that arc ongoing with too HROC. Commissxj'ier Roose moved to af^rove the 2010 and 201 1 ccnlract with Community AcOoti 
Partrcrship and ft corned. The CommjssiofwrB signed a tetter of oppruvnt for tr>c emergency housing plan as wtfl 

* '36 PM; Subdtvtsion Rcvlcvr. Kristin Sruth 

1:37 PM. Amended Lot 2 of Minor Subdivision, finai plat All ocncfiOor.s have been rnot Commiss*on«f Bergot moved to 
i«pprov« tho fnal plat amt ft canted. 

139 PM; AmcfKledLot11,Afrpefh Village Subdivision, final pUf: Aft conditforts have be«n met Commissfoner Bergct 
nxjvcd to approve the final ptei and it carried 

1 ’C4 p\!: There v/aa a discussion about toe homcormem assoctabon for the Sieaping Bear Subdivision. Knstin presented 
her firtoings to the Commissioners She y.-antc to remove ccndilion dA and reptaoe with nev; cond.lioo. Commisslorxtr Bergei 
fno'.-ed to approve the condlllor. amendment fw Steeping Bear Subdivision. Commtsstoner Roose socoorfod and voted for ft 
wth Com<niS 5 «rn!f Bergnl. Cemmissiofter Kdn»n voted sgamsl The motion carried. 

2 *4 ?M There was a discussion about the Chambers dock on Qlen Lake. It v/as dcoded that ilifs pianmng departmont 
v.'nie Mr. Ctiambera a teaer siaung that be was out of compterce but Ihoy wni tet b go. 

2 54 PM: Tht: Commisaipnefs read the minutes of the A uBtisI T2. 2009 meeting Cornmlssictocr Rwu: tnoved lo approro 
the min jtes as corrected ond H carhed. 

2 53 FM Troy Project Wayne Hirat. Rotxn King. Kurt Royitoo, Nool VV*iSam.s and Om.n! Shoim are Wayrie brcughi 

a cofr/ of hfci ODservaSons of Senator Tester'* Forest «obs and Recreation Act Woyne talked aboul oil of llis meetings and 
dscusstens he has had s^.co too bffl was introduced. The group discussed the bit and Uw opinions surrourKiog il 

3:48 FW The meeting was adjourned 

UNCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COWMISSIONERS 

Commisslooer John Kon»n. ChalfTnan 

AT JEST: 

Tammy D. Loucr. Clerk of toe Board 


A-P 
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September 2, 20D9 

The Hrwiln County CommKalonenj met for a rcQutaf sosision on September 2. 2009 *n the Lmcofai County Cotuftvsuse 
Present v/ore Cemmtssone' John Kanien, Commtsstoncr MarTanr.d Roo«e. Ccjnvrissjonef Tony Dcrfle!. ExcculNe 
Asw.un: Bfl B»scho*f and Clerk and Rocortte' Tammy Laucr. 

2;00 Ah*. Ctynmhsoner Konzen ca4c<J the meeting to oidw x-rth the Hedge ot Aitegtancc. 

9 CO Paul Bradford. Kootenai National Forest Paul IcW dro Convnssiorws that the Fcn»l Sct\- ce has over 700 
fromroafions lor RAC CommKtpa Mernbers Each has to have s background check and that te vmy it Is taking so long 
Paul knov.-s U Is frustraltng but Lney Iravo to go through the process. Thera was a discussion about fires in the Koolenai 
ForesL We ha\-e rtcorty made *t through that Cre season wth no maior Tire Paul brcughl copies of a speech made by the 
Dept of Agriculturo in DC end went through the parts he fell nerc positive for cur forest. 

10 00 Af.t R 3 t>dy Bock' Present are road supervisor Marc WcCuBy. and Erireka Read Suparviscr Tim White 
Randy ts hopirvg to put two cotUa guards on a road 6 miies up ritcGrnnis Meadows where he is buying a preca of torrd from 
Plum Creek. Comtmsssoncr Roose totd that the County does not like cattie guards as tht?y ara a hability lor the road 
Oeportmunts because they make R diRicutt to plow the roads. Cornmiisioner Konzen cip^alncd thr prncoss and the 
rcasonina tor the concern. Ho said that the Issue should lx> rBsoarened end they w« mako a decision at a later meeting 
Randy mentioned that ho ask about this se’.'eral weeks ago and if Is onfy now beirvg addressed Commissioner Koa7en 
S8>d that they xvtl took at i: and unB timi it over to the County alkxrvsy and ask for a qmck msponse. 

iota AM. Marc McCully spoke to the Commrssionefs about a personnel issue. The mechanic Icr the road dapartmant 
is vicdang on all County vehicles and itnaate to help Ihfe road crav/ Commrssioncr Konzen .said dial he Is aware of the 
prob-ern and he vioutd not be opposed Jo har.-ing th« road department him a nevr person and make Ihe mechanic o starid 
a'ore postbon. This process wnl take effect during the budget process. 

to kS AiJI rtm CommtsfiSoners road the minulas of the August 26. 20fJ9 maoilny Cojnmis.siooef Dcrgcl moved to 
approve* tha ninutes as conrecied and d earned. 

t 30 ?fv<: Subdivision Review; Lisa Oedoriatdt and KrTst.n Snvrh 

t ;30 PV. Kesslor.Hodgson Subdivision. 2 lots. Piekrn.'rvsry Piat Review- Ltsa presented the subdivision and 
tenditforre. Byron SofxJcrcnn spoke to the Commisskiners about the condiBons. He talked jAiout tho 25 foot *no buikJ 
zone* by the npanan zone The owner ts concerned thol tho nrsatc vrUi be more diffiailt If a n«w buyer is not sAcrf/^d to 
bjdd a subto for liorcus or a fence Byron would tkc to see the ‘no tnnSd zone* be more specJfin to a houjo or cabin 
rather ‘Jwn no building at all. He would also hte to see the road issue change He feeia that Iho driv;ng surface is loo 
much tor Z landownef usoge. Ms KessJw -Hodgson spoke oboul her moti.wtiQn lor m© siAtUvteion and why ehe is 
concerned aoout the cond tions. It was decided that Conurnssiunef Rooco wJl coritact the fire department and go to the 
property and they v.-ill discuss the turnaround issue. This wifl bo decidod next Wednesda-y. 

2.12 Pf/.. Chambers Lakosltore Permit; The Commissioners signed a Lakeshorepem;! cn a dock Ihsl was discussed 
i»v'C» last menrti 

2 14 PM. Sleeping Bear Homesites: Th-s subdfvis on has e road issue that »>e developer and surveyor want to d«cus» 
The Developer wasn't here to appty for a vanance on Uh? road reguJabons He slated that pago 20 seyfi that on a primafy 
road tho grade cannot ba mom than t0% and tster on that same page is say's OU, Ho pented out other inconsiswdes 
.n ih«- firEiuliisions. He foeU that them is no nead tor a variance bricause d the sketchy repulatiofVi. Mark from APEC 
spoke about it as well. Ccmrrussioner Konzon and Comrhtatorwr Roose boih ro«c*d lhau concerns over a variance 
apo'cvai because historicany tney have been a problem for fulure subdr/rsions. 

2:68 PU* Kristin asked the Commisslcners to read a tedof to Tlia County Adamsy and fir Finch concom*rvg b-.e 
Moonshtoa Subdivision variance. The Commissionefs read the Ictlor and approved the content. 

3:16 PM: Shane Baker has agrec-d to be raapoototed to tho Eureka Dispatch Board. Commissioner Rooso moved to 
reappoint Shane and it carried. 

3:26 PM. Montana Economic Development Association has recuesled that tho Commissioners htrfp sponsor lha 
McUA confftmneo m the amount of S1500. Conuninvionor Bergot moved to opp.'ovn $1,500 from Hiird Rock Wines 
Ecoi^omtc Development funds ond it earned. 

3 33 PM. Tammy Lauer, Election Administrator, addressed the new mm, mum wage for tho sloctton ludges. Currently 
tho base wage for an election judge Is $6.75 which wsc minimum wage at the tost eteciton. The current minimum wage Is 
S?J25 per hour and bo she ts requesSng that ekredoo judges wages lie raised to $7.25. end S8 and 59 for chief judges. 
Commisstoncr Berget mo-^ed to aoprovo the Increases for deebon judges and it earned. 
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3 34 Pf4 7bo Bull Lako VolunMrar Fire Deportment wale a letlcr to Uie Cotnnw&ionecv roquesting that Myron Colson 
t>c app<;>rnied It? Uw board lo fill a vatarx^ feft by Hairy Pearson Commisswner Bergct moved to appio'.xj the 
acpoirtment of Myron Colson to ins Fire DeparUnanl Board and it earned 


3.36 PM. There was a n>oJ«n by Comrrjs^Jooer Rooso lo exieno the PTfelffiinary p; 3 t bme frame for the Kootenai 
Business Park and it carried. 

3:37 PM: Tnc moeilng v/as adjourned. 

LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ComrTv«»ioriCf John Konren. Chntrman 

ATTEST 

TjOTfoy D Lauer. Clerk cf Pus Soorc 
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September 30. 2009 


‘1'^'"™“°^ "■«' ^ ' war Sf =5»o or. S«p»o,t«, :d. ioog in i..,to 4 , Counlj 

>r,j '^’ f>PP«. E«.-a-l« Awslanl Bai B.schoi! 

* tier# .Tf»a Rcco/dtff Tammy laucr. Comv?s«npr Tory BofytH nc or vacaimr 
10 Oj A)A Comiipsstonof Konz#*n opened the meeting .v tli me Piijdgo .V-eyiancD. 

TOe,«noo.voo.Jl.venu^:r«.o 

rn:=Lr.=r=r~^^^^ 

!l “'1”*' '''= »• ►tovn, Pnvy tool mo, 

L:?rmo^r™;oC: Mo.=-«won„mJ!r« 

ni.en me ^oorvnon, . ,n.«,ej orTm,?::" :™::“ 

'■5''^'““ ConvpRoionm Koni«. on ,h, 

1-30 PM. Subdivision Review. Lisa Oedewaiat 

S72^S^^ aJ "* '^>nr.-al- Thny havo bonded far the toad at 

oe. 572 S80. At. oThor cood.^ons t^n met Cnmn;i,s«;>ncr Rorise ino^d to apomve the 0o.nl pfat and it corneal 

,Uto!^,l“om;m;no™ T.,non.en.v,^«-vooo■vovodo,CPAo«i^.,is 

(aWM .ho'^r n‘'“‘'''*'°" "" '’.goovtinB m,; mo.r K.nd oe tcducM. L«a e>p,o,ned roo, Iho 

COUC.C.O Idfaws .he p..in ..crm.svonef Rc»?e mo.-ort tc approve the ttyrj rtKJucbort and « carried 

T •" -* the Shop to be a mcUot- 

»«.' crrcvi t-d v/r.h Kencha and L'tey feel that ;i DEO t.ai approved if they Cdiri chanoo me 

2 W PM KaiE:»*n Ducher hn^rersnee cafl The crxmmJs.wr»c^, o.Ueo tliaE.ier at her rnqi.y>5j ,nrt,so 

WHhe ^,.cs hccdwrare ,.^ iv Shu neads !a be on me agenda (or 2 30 Wednesday, the 7“' of October to get a vote 

cn iv*5 issii^w ^ 

T'"’’''- "®’''‘’ “ “ “ Cd.-dm.'.srwrs gbddl me cetslo gu.vd hwe on a» 

’’•* '•■' <“’5 '•■' “ !'>>«' to '<» mKd««n o( « bul Cnn,m,..dvw 
It. V Cdnvr„e,c„»- .,oose (!i» 5 ,cov c=mml««»-,., Konabl sosgesirK, mn! H t» pu, on me joendo lov 


B,«.ifeovdinlo 

sonv; schedultnrj wdh !l>e C ynrn ssionors 
i UP', £ T.^e raeetirtg was adjourned 
LINCOLN COUNr:' COMMtSSIO.NERS 


fahn Kcn/^n. Chatman 

ArTBSl 

rerar.y D lauet Of\ o’ 'he Boii'J 
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Oclobcf 7, 2009 


fnie s tfttoin Coynj^ Beard erf Comtejssuone^s »rv'> hu a r^rfar v>ssion on Odobe? 7. 2t-<}9jn lb* Lrncoin Cojojy 

Prn!>mt Corr.fntsnii^oAf CrifT>mr%"wf»f»ef Roc%<‘ CommjAr.»ety^ Tw^fjcl C«cart!«rt; G'K 

iirvj and R<^co♦der ^ amruy LBi»c» 

0 00 /-M Conrvn.’SSioiTef Konzeri opened the meeting v^ith iho Pledge ot AJleRisnne 

P Cl AM Kootenai Hationai Forest Update PiijienT are Carrs? Whslo/?, Paul Stanliis Ootnn Carver rJoei Withami. and 
Biao Fuqua Paul talked atxjyl me stnnuUis protects that .vo beginning to develop novr Bids are conw>g »n and brnip 
atcapied Paui menhersed that some prejeeJs were not btd »\ aH Canii laftied about iHo RAC prefects Ou-nn talked 
about oi'gomg MjgatKin. Paul Mid that tne Motor VehOe use mao «s WKnptetc and lakes effect January t 20t0 
Cwnmiss«ner Kon/en taOicd about a meeting .»r»m Tester on Saturday and what will be d.scussed 

10 00 AM Planning Board. Joe Ke'Jy lalKrt abou! a letter me Planning Board iiwnic to m? Comrvssione's They wcio 
ccKifused atxHtl »Ik* Kaison wiin Hu* fotm serwco They v»erG under the impresstan that ted Anderson woirfd ba Ih^ 
haewjn vnlh the forest service but iyerr IcW lliel N’oeJ vntiia»ns hjs been lured by ibo Couniy CommtssiorHr Konrer: 
c*p:«ined that Noot has worked for the County lot 5 years as a contract empsoyoc dealing .vjih the Foresi Seivide and any 
fo< CSJ issues Commtssionei Korccen stated that wl»en a ooonjinatng arvJ cooperative stator, is developod with the F cxest 
Service (hen the County wi* have tn* nghi to go lo the p4anr;^ mcelings of ihe Forest Service This ts when he sees 
Ted commg *n to the p^ure Commiisiooer Roose danSod thal T*d would f>ol roprcsrnl fho County but would pathe* 
iiUarnwrion tot fhe Counhr penatrtrrg to a*e Gror/m PoTicy. 0»«S uxptamed the lohrs uf botfi men a» the uocjwatog 
staltiS T«?a vvctikJ go to meetings and I'toet would help fhi? Conmisstoners oommirnicalc rtbcul Ihcse meotirws wTh th* 

^ores! Service. Noel explavirid tfs rote In l.^ie lAneiai County natural resource plan lo slow ho\t thus would work in 

1 mailn County Commasionei Koftreri sad ihat the =oresJ Service has ihe righl lo leied arrytne tiom sjH^g m ths 
piannkig meeiings beca-.ise ihe conidinaimg status n not «n effeU yet 1 iKte are fivt d;sii.cis m the County and u s nearly 
niipossibte lo bs a part cl ak meetings a person would need to by seiedive about wliai issues win realty impact the- 
County 3 rd attend these rneetirigs Jae Kelly said that over the last ibice years the Ptanrvng Board has ooveiojxfo a 
rores! Revdaftzation Plan They were told lhal Chas's group was devtjlopmg their ovm and than they would givn d ip the 
Planning Board to incorporate erfo the Growth PotiCv with their own Chas slated that Ih^ group >usl viants Cie Planning , 
Board lo choose some vital topics and men they vfir.B move forward 1 here v.-as a discussion aboui Ihe ex^eclauons to? 1 
the coeperabng status Corrmonicalicm w«? be tl«! t«y tp tins working Icr the future 

tt 15 AM Adminietrathro («suc& Tlw Commisyonors discuiced some p^rsrmnal issues 

1 1 30 AM Chuck Evans, Attorney Present is Marc McCulfy. Libby Rood Supervisor Cfiarkis »s here m regard lo catllc 
guards m the McGmnts kfeadov/s area tnal vias oisaissoo last wonk Marc erprasBcd hes concern over the cattle guard 
arid the County having to mainJain «. Cnudc S 3 >d that the cattle guard would be insiariUO very vrefl and his cSent v.ijutd 
tK.og it to standards that ryrft no! affect the County load maintenarice. Marc said that ?*e »rK>w pkjvnng issue i.s the 
Oggesl issue Commssioncr Roose sdkJ that e>c landowners need to Incur the costs of doing business, inefudiog the 
Cdsis of lendng the piope»1y Commissiof’ci Borget s&id Itiat he is urrsore tl it is open range or not so that needs to be 
Uanfied Also. Ih* thirAs Uwy need to decide wbal would be rhe ciiena lor ihe caitie gusuls Tik? Cormnissicrscrs 
dwrirted lo postpone a decision unw ihcie i^ more cianficatson 

I 30 Subdivision Review. KnsUn Smith and tisa Oedew^t 

1 31 PM McGtnnis Creek Fists fV 6 lots Wt/2 Sec S. T26N R28W. Public Hearing Picscrvi are Russ Barnes. Cra g 

Miiiwo and Ken Davis Lisa onesented the subdrvtsion Ciaig fjtunro stated that ilta owner is no* Debra Munro but Real 
PiotKtTy LLC which ts owned by Paul Tittter. Paul Blown. lAjtthew ?4unro and Craig and Debra Munro Lisa presen'.tii 
the ♦ecommer'ded conditions of opproval On the road issue Craig sad tlwl Iho road approach ttas be«n permitted tiy 
lAaic McCully Libby Road Foiernan, and t« vnH provide documcntalion of this a! Anal pi<V. Commissionef Sergei ay^ed 
about Hie 100' sticam protection zone C'atg le»’ 4 rd about tic treatment of the dead and downed debris, most of ii>5 has 
been cleaned now. He questioocd the reasons foi Uta 50" icguseinenl as opposed to maung ilie property hdiy th*ut*-.l 
Keii asked wtiy Hie fioodptam nr?e<ls lo be determined and dciirieated on the taco of the plat He .‘eW wotitd cost 
approiimalely StO.OiK and doesn’t urvlcrstand vrhy the FBM map won I work. Lisn explained that the FEKTA map 
shows Pie floodptatn as an 'apprownate A' ano the fcne has not been Uetemiincd K«» deetn t Snow wtiy lho»e is a 
Change •» th« requirements slating that 'Lincoln County has ahrrays approved ttw lk)odplAin.s on FEMA maps.' He n 
Conliisett why ONHC tms nny tay on lh»fc Rust nskwi wtvMC th* roomroriwnl w cem'Mp from Kiistin onsv'iweO 

the concerns wth the subdrvisico regirfalioos Pucs asked d every County in Montana requires Ibis Knslrfi said no Ihai 
some counties require more arx3 some less Fiuss vfcnder*d if any tav/ bocks this \fp There was a d»scirss»orj on 
floodplains and excect’-ons. There was a discussiori abcui dianges in subdivision approvals by Russ and Qoig and then 
irusuai'Ons m Knovnng why the changes are taking place without legtsiabon They have boffi beert m real estate tor ovei 
30 lUais and they see the subdivisions getimg h,irdor and harder to get Ifvougb Iho vh<vr>e!s Knsfin and Lisa cxplamcd 
tfiat tiie lequiaiicns have not cfiangetl but that hn;lots:al opplieslion of the regulations was lat There vras a queston 
about iha covenants requirement that was cleared up right away. Ltsa staled that tlia* coudrfioii had been modified bv me 
Planning Board. »vhich efanfied f«fr L!u,n (0 s concern. The public hearuig was closed 

2 13 PM Ory Crvok Subdivrilon 3 tots SnsJ pi»t appicva^ Conditions havt: been nvjl CvTirn,5t.or.ei Bcrnol moved lo 
appiove 'tie fma! plat and it carried 
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2 19 PM Family Transfer Gfiorje and Evekne Ci/rhs 3/e nrjrJaig P<opEftv beN%*een{hea to«f children The 
Plan/bng siafl (ot^mi there to be r^o ovssin<< of subdJvis*orj Commasroner Rcmc moved Jo approve the fatn-'v JtarisJtr 
and it ca«f»»r< 

2 22 PM Lolreshore permit l«mothy Clmslenioti on Sul Lake is teijuesifny lt> iiio*/»j exritvig ^uuclurc to anobier 
iocalroo on iheir prepeny Commjssjonc.' Roose rrvjved to approve the reqiwsl due to the msTory of the property and the 
ongoing re^uCFl by the Cesmty to be moved for three years. Ccnvmssioner Bcrgcl seconded Commissinnei Koruetr 
gu'vn a bnet history of me properly wxl buWir^ The inctiGn carried 

2 2i PM Stonehiil Subdivision. 3 fots' The deveJope* »r requesting an cxlcpslon ol one year to due to the wcatrref 
Commistioner 8<rgel moved to approve the oaa year c*>ension and it earned. 

2 29 PM Campboll Subdivision. 3 .'ols v.ith retnimde/ W;. Carr,ptea passed avray beluo lh*s fiutxJrvivon couW be 
completed Campbe# s chikJren now ov/n the property and wish to conimue wrffi the subefrAvon but have lost valuable 
timo They arc rcouestiog a one year nxiensioo Commir.s*onor F?o(>se mavcd to approve the B«tension arvd it csimeti 

2.3t PM Lot Use Change Discussion KorKiia Mrid came to aaa to tr>o discussion that t*«gan tasi vreeh concerning a 
cTiange in use ot any propeny Stc- and Lisa oeveioned a form to use m these cases The most current case was one 
viMere a hcmaovmer wanted to cfiango a sdiop in to a ■mother h taw cottaye*'. The Coimnssson-irs app'Oved die fo'm 
and the Drocedure Xervdra and Lisa presonled 

7 35 PM Knstm guve a r*AP (f.toninnr* AssoC'.ntiO'i ol PLuwiefa) update Shi' lecwtly betm to a conrflmnce 

2 38 PM Amy Pans *nd Gary Lamey from tha Mental Health Center ome to introduce thcmsoivrs to the 
Corrimssisners Commissioner Konzen gave Amy a brief htstory of Pk: reJationstrip Uic County has hart with pic Mttotat 
Seafth Center Amy at*«d arjout some of hor cnnoirns so tar T r>oy discussed irw* past ane the funtm and gave ideas fr>i 
imorwarpenlE 


.3 58 PW KalEPen Bucher Karol Spas O'lU Kelly are present The Commsisjcners had a confere.ntr w>tn KpiEPon (o 
dtscuss the grant funds lor asbestos (tealments m t inco-'n Coi.-nty Tr» rote ol t PWP was discussed KaiEPen «njiirin'?il 
that the Consorhurr.'s whh is fat 90% ol Ifm b-fes tc be paul Fian 13 is 'hat Itwy wooW uWi/e 0*e r/ew West f^i'ivvcii. Tr.* 
network is oascd on a fee schcdute They v/« not tir. the pat«>nt tor trie beience. The fee fm ttie nehvnrh & 1CV» yt die 
amormt saved Corrvmssioner Btf-gei mowed to approve oobon El lor the Nchvork Plan and e earned KaiEBen asked if 
buying ensuie is a duplication of services'!^ Cornniiss*urtef Konctn puaslioned the paying ol rntfoage for people com.'TKj 
for dordor appoirTtmenfs Con-zmssione/ Berget moved fo have a nv^eSng with the phsimsasls lo d.-jcuss the modicuvss 
tor the patwr.ts at nc cos! to Uiem Commissoner P-eiget .mo'/Pd to approve Ihe OiKable Ntodical Eourpmenf p'an lha! tire 
conSvUtHirn lecommended and it earned 



5.05 PM The 

facifit'/ to sas.oo 
5 *15 PM The meeting was adjourned 
Lincoln County Board ol Commrssioneni 


John Konzen, Cnairmar* 


ATTEST 

Tamrrrv D Lai>e< Ctenr ol the Boam 
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RESOLUTION NO._B2lO 


WHEREAS, Section 46-18-403, M.C.A., states that ‘"the daily rale for incarceration 
must be established annually by Ihc board of comity commissioners by icsoludon”; and 

WHEREAS, the daily rate must be equal to the actual cost incurred by the detention 
facility; and 

WHERE/VS. it has been deiermined lhai the actual cost incurred by the detention facility * 
on an average daily basis is Eighty five dollars and zero cents ($85.00); now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Lincoln Coimly Board of Commissioners 
that the daily rale fpr confinement costs, as ordered by the court and paid in advance of 
confinement and prior lo the pa>Tncnt of any (Inc, is hereby established at S85J)0 for each 
day of incarceration. 


ADORED THIS 7^* DAY OK OCTOBER, 2909. 


LINCOLN COIT^IY BOARD OF CO.MNUSSIONERS 
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November 10, 2009 


’“• »X« <» - Ccumy Court.«,« 

Bifl uachoff and dcric ord Recoixfer TarXy LawJ^ Co.-rnits^jner Tony Berjjct. Execub^- 

10.00 A.M: Comn«ssbncr Konzun openod the meeting vhth m« Pledge of Mcfliance. 

Rontend. Max R^Fwe^r^n VlT Setvadef. Juana Schrader. Geno 

peatioo from retidenU asteig ter an addrti^:al ston at »«^seni. K,m Oisun presented a 5 page 

Road resulting In a 3^y stop. They fed that th#»'nr«»y* a • ^ ° Snsugnessy Hi# Road and Goff Course 

street txave a stop »gn Kfarc WcCoCy faiked to up St<? hril should ha\*e Ihc right of way and every othc' 

aocatenls at the comer between two cars Out mafjy oo hlo tha dit^h k h becausa Ihpy have not soon any 

seen an accident at Uw fnteraecbon. CommasionL^on^t ^ years ar.d has never 

get back to them. Comm. js«oef Koncen loW Ihen^ mi, tolk to the Stale and h« 

and then wift contact tCm. Comjnb«»ncr Bcrget nrvj Marc wil be getting vvfth the Slste 

apcrovc the mrnnteTd^’SS^ !r20W^Cos 

5250 ool w aiLI ond i) cotwO. ^ Roose movod lo spprea Iho donpinxi ol 

oT» “•"'OP^O"' Dkxric. lor in^ match or 

»«'==' »"» Chh^aiad^ K<m,on 


about tho progress ot the 


0M<0 against DonaM sSttto! «n^^rihal to •'m ““ i”" ^ '''® Cass «0V. 
...^tP^tornoCommissmt^. Cohnto^a;Roo« 


I t 00 AW Bid Opening tor Excavaiw ter Tfoy Road Dapatiment 
.ves.em Suites EquiiJ.m»ni. Katripea Catcrotftar 

Rortam)W.achinaryCottomASpotoe,WA johnDcro 

Fn State. Great Falls, MT 
T-ipla tv. Hathincy, Kjc^a, yy 


s 135.595 
S143.000 
S1 15.955 
S135.<00 


Comn.«ss,», Konaon tcu a,, bidder, that may md u«.0 the W5 under ca^'Sn and too an anamr, by Pnda, 
Autfarioeonfinnhowiiwiawortt Co-nmiMJonof R^o n. 'W* ransny will ctiacli with the 

cani«t “™™‘‘**^"'*“""««>»®‘»^one.ch«ki„gacctjunttorm,fundsa 

. "’“it: DopthtmohU: 


t siato Truck Contof, Missoula 
"ro cdtxr, Tarek Center, Spokane VVA 
Freecoim fmek Center. Spokane V/A 
Frwdo.Ti TfucK Center. Spokane WA 
Freotlom Truck Centor, Spokane WA 


Fruightiinor 
FrQjgfjlIiner 
FretgtiUinor 
VVostonr. Star 
Western Star 


591, tSI 
S« 7.500 
$92,850 
$08,945 
SlOi.925 


^ . wKvsv^.TC »»p> western Star Sio?925 

> I -<5 AM; The Comm««no ,5 look o drivo to the InlPtsoction di 5 c„s„d at 10:00 am IhW momtag 

1-30 PM Subdivision Review. Ltea Oedcw4»d1 and Krtetm Sm.ih 

PfSr^ry^iJtot appra-.-sI No conddions were required on this sutHivision el 

ry piui approval in February 2007. Cothmissioncr Sergei mo-/ed to appro-zc the fmf plat and it carried. 

A,.cnnd.onshevebeenmet. Comn^-«.r Bergct rr^ to 
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•<!p>Dy« ihi &ial plo! “ODmat. All conUiaon!! Kavc bctm meL CCBnniBSionet Benjel moved to 

Can«,WorBe.5e,™.„o,oepp„..e 

R> the Slcoa orapKl,. wh^'i °" P«>pe«y » atijoainl 

had a cooy o( too loner , T' ‘ *** ''^ '*™" >h3Uvas dona in ?007. The omietj 

nnaBeUhepnxo«Botog^a;^^ Tier or.o yea, ponoribmahoa come and gone. Lisa »iU send oui i«o,a 

”ad“»toCtoT“p:rh^:c;^st.r"^ 

down horn f "’“ "■ •n>«iodgn,cmcan; 

Fo-ost Sorwo. Kfistit. warned too Oarnmijsloni to lie^.^ot^'™!,^’ ° 

Oenarwnon, warned to ourrtoae. *" “' »» -«>«». Also. eig,« Uto, toe Plannng 

f^™- O-'^d. gdUvrer, 

UtiJaalton Gram (ram USFS Fotou Produds La^ Uato^wL^ 'doudsttog ^azardouj Fools Woody 8iomos j 
Cemotosioner., H, „to toon, tool one ton of^ T't 

Autonyue GasiflerfEngfne and Rafina Na*vfdterchAnf-»hJo ntf^.^ ^okna a Diesel. They have (v*o pn^ct goalt 

Btomass Cogo.nl Un^S^^ = '^5""" ''“ '"' -«» “0 

^^dtodadonemonvometor^cS^r^;— 

^roson. 

vtc/bng and in need o? 

Konso.nsocoodedaodllcar^.'^T^^™;:" 

4.D: PM rN» rv)«frting was ad^umed 
UNCOLM COU.NTY COMMISSIONERS 


Joftn Konjcn. Ch»*mian 


ATTEST 

Tammy 0. Uoof. Cienc of Ihe Board 
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OFFICIAL CANVASS 
JUNE 3, 2009 SPECIAL ELECTION 
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OFFICIAL SPECIAL ELECTION BALI 


UHoamCocr^ 


»BTRUCTI0NS TO VOTtPS 


SBfeiiUortya 


Noi<«ne<f X 2009 


1 . TO YOTt YOU MUST aUCCEM 
)THE oval COHaETRY. Afl 
onsM »d*r^ oofvi«e«<f to t» w al 
carxMtfs y fcaaai ssu tfcbi Wicatn 
s vql0 tor t« canontoto ar w toe taler 

LVSE ONLY T^ MAnOKG DEVICL 
PROVeS). Yeu* 03 Act«Nbeca^*Ki 

bjitoataitamr. OOMCTunanr 

, aftvrtKpesrnvainode^ 

1 CX) NOT DX3SS OUT. I yw «*• * 
rwate or c^jrqe «r< 

^sr a ne« one. 


Ths «SLe Hi aica NsCItrs cf Lincxn 
Ciu^ t?a opcorturrfy to appw Of 
:eieCtnDfvpi-»jnC>B pdtei 
i i te ii A ieasan) Nedtomtodresk^ 
Caur<yeiecitco<«aNv 


Ths saje «* CBNB no lacaf inpao. 

voTErofioi«n:» 


i 


FOR aJopeeoo* to» 
ararOnri to 'jroft C»jrTr i 
cirert fem al 73«r:>er< 
reqpcsT; TOfr^arwar eectoors 
(oo pcMat oertf totrtfcfcan 
terbrrotr.Coitoi^tfelKi 

cifcais) f'toctotc ^:stfertoer 

15.2009 


FO^ ii<ain«r 3 to® aocviQ }«;.i 
3 ( gir^'smet 
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carMicator. te Lncdto 
Coo^f tbeedotocaMf 


GOOFYOTWe 
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•pqswxot aixOI le 
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Grand lotaia noae cl 
1 A 1 33 : 07 6-No v-2009 

LINCOLN COUNTY, MONTANA 
SPECIAL ELECTION 
NOVEMBER 3, £009 

REXFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEMBER UNXP 
VOTE FOR 1 

WRITE-IN 

Totc?l 

0vorvQtt?5 

Undepvot^?^ 

LINCOLN CO PAPTISAN-NON PARTISAN ISSUE 
VOTE FOP I 

FOR AMENDMENT ADOPTION 

FOR RETAINING EXISTING GOVERNMENT . 

Total .......... 

Overvoiei 

Undervotes 

OF REPCRT<*^ 


Total Percent 


c8 100.00 
£3 100.00 

0 
£G 


51. 0£ 
£,'<40 48.93 

4, 93£ 100. 00 
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Resolution No. 



VVHLREAS, In 1974, the Montana State Constitution set forth that all counties would be governed by the 
tlected Official form of government; and 


WHEREAS, The statutory basis for elected county official government is MCA 7-3-111 and sub-option 
MCA 7-3-413 dearly states that local government elections shall be conducted on a partisan basis; and 

WHEREAS, In 2009 , the Board of Commissioners mistakenly decided to held an election on November 9’^ 
which resulted in a change from partisan to non-partisan elections in Lincoln County; and 

WHERE/\S, This erroneous and vvrcngfiJ action has resulted in Lincoin County being in non-compliance 
with the law: and 


IHERErORE BE h RESOLVED by the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners that this resolution hereby 
nullifies the results of that unlawful 2CX)9 election and returns Lincoln County to partisan elections and 
compliance with MCA 7-3-413 and the Montana State Constitution effeaive January 1, 2017. 


LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


Mike Cole, Chairnnan 


r/ark L. Peck, Memiber 


Gregory* L, Larsen, Member 


Attest: 

Robin Bc-nson. Clerk of the Board 
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Resolution No. 


WHERHAS, In 197^, the Montana Slate Constitution set forth that alt counties wouW be governed by the 
Eicaed Ofnddl form of governmeni, and 

WHEREAS. The statutory basis for elected county offida’ governrnert is MC/i 7-S'lil and sub-option 
MCA 7-S-413 clearty states that local government elections shall be conducted on a partisan basis; and 

WHEREAS. Lmcotri County heW an e.'ioneous eJecitcn on Nowmber 3. 2009. whkh resulted in a change 
^rom partisan to rsn-partisan elections in Lincoln County; and 

Whereas, the election and several aclKins taken pre ard post - election were inconsistent with the law 
arid the Montana State Constitution {see atlachmen*s}. and 

WHEREAS. This f awed action has resulted in lircoln County being »n nor-compMance with MCA 7 3 413 
and Lincoln County wishes to become complian: witn the law again and feium to partisan elections; and 

THEREFORE 3E IT RESOLVED by the Lincoln County Board of Ccmmlssiorersihat this resolution hereby 
'etorns lincoln County to partisan e^lions and compliance with MCA 7-3-413 and the Montana State 
Constitution effective ianuary 1, 2017. 



The Commissioners understand that this resoloton is subject to approval by District Court and/or the 
Montana Attorney General and see this resolulior! as the Initial step toward that ulUrruile goal. 


tINCOLN COJNTV BOARD Of COMMISSIONERS 



\a^ ^’’♦n-rrruywhXJMv^ S. \jf 


Mike Cole. Chairman 


Mark L Peck, Member 


Gregory Larson. Member 
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Septetnber 28. 2016 

T>y; LmcoHi County Bo.vd o' CoTwsstorefs mo! Icr n regular sess^ on Septomlwr 28. 2018. jn the LmcoJn County 
Cotirtnausn, Lfeny. Montana. Proscri were Comm ssoner Cole Comms?i»oncr Lnrson. Cormrtssioncr Peck and Cterk 
and Reasrdcf RQb.ri Bensor 

Comnjtssior.er Cole opened rreeijog w tn the Pledge of AUegtance 
B 45 AM Maggie Ander»on.Vitnr Grant: Meeting Canceled 

rO 00 AM Vic White / Policy MantiaJ / H.R. Update: Present ne^c V*c Wnite. Dnil.is W.Tmsley, Alan Gcrslenecker. 
Caleb Soptcican, AJan Gerslenccker and Kr stan Merre^off. Eu'-cka va V.-sonNet 

Vc the Personne} Puhey and Procedufc Monttal a roacty but ho has onu conoctiun to make before it can be s*gncd. 

Tf'c'o viras a brief discussion ^joul the hiring process for the county adm.n strator po5it<xi: specif cally t^herc the pcsit on 
¥«» be posted outsido the county. Oaftas sad the cornnussicn can look a! a l<st a* places suggested by ktatt P.ckolt 
Dallas sad the new Stale pERS system convers on has been doom s»nce its mception wheh is causog stress and is 
d'f icull to get required reports comptoled on time. 

Artvcrtiscments for t^o .ob postings wiB be oomg out for the Eureka onrj Ubby Road Departments 

to 30 A\f Administrative Ksucs: Present were AJan Gerstervjcker. Ttna Oliptiom. Ric Kesitng. and Ernie Anderson. 

• Ttvi CorrmissorHirs read me minulcs for September 14. 2016 in its enbrety. fUkAion by CorT>m ss<xv?r Peck to 
approve the rninulcs as amended by Comni.ssioncr Larson. Second by Comniissonc' Peck, moton otrr.ed 
un.anrmously 

• Motion by Comfr ssiore^ La'sor, to s*gn a letter o* support of die Kootenai Rryer Develocment coorcl and a B'g 
Sky Trust Furxf appUcation tor a PUmning Grant for Prdimrvary Engmconfig for a Water Ma-n Extension erf the 
Kootenai Business Pa»k. Corrm.ssoner Larson sad there is a tot of discusson on l^o water rM»cds of the area and 
in*s wil aiiovi for dete'maning costs and afleinaPves fo» a future lefcaWc pctablc* water supply 

• Rob-n Benscfl subm-ttc-d a toe* wr/te up on the Ecorjomic impact of toe L.bby and Eureka A rports to the 
comfTKSSion fw review. The submitla! was sent to Robin from T»m Orthmeyer. Momson and Maicdc 

• IT Director. Ric Kesing updated the commission on the status of the cunent s^rvcrrccinputer -ssues the county has 
recently oeen coaling with. 1 nero bo work conaucted ove* ino weekend, and 'he system shook) be back anc 
running cffiocntty on Mondoy. 

• Clerk and Recorder Rob>n Bersoo informed the commission that a Joel Opcnheimc'. Inc. established sifTCo t9G9 
w41 restore tne 1909 survey of Lmcoln County. The quote is t>c^vccn $4500 lo $6500. but they canxrf get an 
actual cost lo us urdrf they sec too map. The company is locafcd »n Chicago. Robm Stiid the records prosorvaficn 
fund is healthy at $76,000 and wanted Ihe opm on fmm toe county commission as to wholher to move forward with 
the restoration project. AH comm'sstoners were m agrccm«?nl the 1909 survey of Lirttiln County sfK>ild be 
restored and fmmed for the pubbr. to wjv/. 

• Rcjbin d scussed DAtrKt Bcanjs that historically have not been appointea wito commss on approval. Robin said 
toerc arc many laws to lean*, rcgardirsg boards and rov/ toey funct-on. Each board bainmg helps to educate herself 
and also toe txiard fpcmbcrs as wHI. Rohm said nc«t spring she is hopng to tvr/o a person from the Oepertment 
ol Admin.straton at the board tram.ng to help answer oueslions from inc boand members, the county commission 
and the Qe's and Reco'dec We a*e headed m toe nghj threcton each t-rnc we a« gather uf>der the same roof 
codec tvcly. 

• CcnKTASioncf Peck corrmented that it rs fimc to stad dACussions on tong term budget strategy now Dnllmg 
through ma'wlalcry vs. discrebnnaTY sorvicos and the level of services the county offers to the public Wo need to 
Ira n and empower department heads lo look at tnerf mxlgets arxl the relatioosn ps with revenues ft is fell tfiai 
tr-ere are opportwhe* to imorove i*ffoenc*e« that departments are rot aware of at this f me. Commssrooe' 

Larson added that wc need to took hard at dupiicaled services and attain public input 

Commissioner Pock sato it woukj bo benefioat to organiTC a cituen group representing Libby Troy and Eureka in 
an advisory capacity, if we are gomg to priofiluro services thr.m ffie public noods to bo involved m that pfoces.s. 
Robin Bertsori wiff draft a resolulon from the commission on process, timcfiamo. mission and cxpecuraons o' a 
cdi/cn group. 

* 1 00 Af.t Public Comment Time: Present wore Magg-e Anderson, Mm Gorstenocker and Caleb Sapteiean. 

Maggie Anderstto rcprescri’-g Uric for Youth program subm bed a 2016 Montana Prcvcr.tioo Needs Asscssrrrrrt 
Sun-cy by youft> m grades 8-t2 The survey is admimslercd m schools by tfw Department of Put*c Health arxl Human 
ServK»s iDPHHS) The survey ts a compansoo of youth dfink«ng statistics from 2008 to 2016 m IrKxjhi Cotnty. 
Corrrniss'.orto' Pecu asked f toe^ has been an increased preserxto of the county in the schools and connccbv.ty wth 
tobacco pfBvenlon as wen as alcohol edu-catiort. Magge sa»d she works ^dongs’de the county health department nnd 
appreciates trie corrrvssioo acknowledging me importance of pubic health Maggie said toe oftorts by the county beaiih 
oepartment have made a b-g difference, cspedalty w4h Tobacco Rrcvcmtioo Spcciaiist. Amy Fmtuicl fotoing too county 
heeffn dopartmeni. Maggie d scussed some of Ihe kid s teaoersh o opportunities and sa.d we need more occasions to 
c-courage and build up a kid who may feet a reduced self-worth. Commas oner Peck exp'-cssed the mportance oi 
montonng by parenls, cxtra-curncutar activities such as !«xvts. choir, band ctc...tt»al arc positive inffutmeos. 

Maggie informed Ihe cofnfnjs.sioe of an upcominq community meet-ng with Jermmn Galloway who sneakn nattmaly on 
drug abuse, media, muse, and signs and symptoms cf drug use educabon for parents. The community meeting :s 
scheduled for Thursday. October 6. 2016 in the Pontferosa Rcom from 9 .30-1 1 30 AM. Maggie discussed a new 
supplementary gran: for a ctmnvunty program caNcd Unite for vouth and STOP Underage Drinking which tooniilios ways 
to be more compfr.*he»uuvt.* m ptoYcnt’O'' efforts. 
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1 30 W (Hanning DtrtMstment Update; Ptescni wtrrc l.iva 0.-J««vaJcl. Jo^h Lcldtef. Jennifer Curtn^ Steve CujIiss 
P/ke Cuffe. Bob Wm^Jom R.ti Wmdoni R»xxJ.t Ca’gin. Bonrue Larson, Alan Gorstcnockor. iir»d Slovt* Gonderscn. Also 
presen* v a Vss onNet \Aere Paul Wachhol/ Davm Mafi 5 uar<jt, Sara Arriopnj. and Darw n Pfu*d. 

• Livfngston Family Transfer oH of Scpti-a Lake T he Ranr jrg Departnonl has received a request from Robor: 
Wunderlich. (Glaoer Surveying) on behalf of his cten*. Beverly Lmngston. lo transfer a portion to her dau^ter, 
Mn'ky Hmkle. arwr to her son ?»tartr Lnrtr'gston Motion by Comrr!55.*one» F’eck to approve the Ltvir^ton Farr ty 
Transfe* \Mth Option 2 as recontmendod by plannmg start. Second by Commissioner Larsen, motion earned 
unanimously. 

• VHvet Grove 1 and tMvet Grove 2 FtnjI Plat Approval: Moipon by Comnvssoief Peck to approve final plat for 
Velvet Grove 1 & 2 subject to plann«T>g staff recommendations. All cond^Kms Have been met per plancwg staff. 

• Geldrich Lake Shore Permit or Upper Thorrpsor Lake. Motion by Comrnissdoer Larsoo lo approve Gcldnch 
Lako Shore Pernvt sub;ect lo planning staff fCCcaT,ircndations Second by Commisssorer Peoi. mobon earned 
unanimously. 

• Nelson Lake Shore Permit for Jeffrey & Dhana Nelson on ViddV; Thorrpson Lake. Motion by Comm sso^r 
Larson to approve Nelson lake Shore Permit subject to ptoonmg staff rccomrrendabors. Second uy 
Comm:SStQner Cc/e. motion earned Conm.ssorer Peck recused h:mselt from voimg dj© to beag related to the 
Nelsons. 

• Velvet Grove Lots 3-5 Subdrvision PretHriirury Approval; Motion by Commissonef Larson lo approve 
preliminary plat tor Vevet Grove Subdtvi.sion Lois 3-5 sub;oc1 lo ptinmrg s*aH fecommondations Second oy 
Ccmrnissionor Peck motion earned u^animoiisly. Commtssooer Cok* requested inat o stop S'gn be placed on 
Airport Road Ltsn will add the Mop sign ns part of tt.e rood hons for approval. 

2 CO PM Caltahan Creek; Present Mike Frav.v, L sa Oedemakit. Wikc Cufft* Josh Lctchc', Steve Curtiss 3 rd 
Jennfer Curt ss 

Vr. Fraser updated tbo comoKsion on the pmcess regarding th»» CaBahan Creek Rcstorabon Project. The 
if»orkfos*tofntion schedule .wd traciung the budget wJl bo ermbmed Mr. F mser subrmted n removal plan :o the 
cormnsssjon tty review, there are 3 prvnto ovmcrs that wiR bo coi^lacted lo alta n perrn^sjoo to enter and provtoe access 
of If'e county as as .vj'eemom for removal CcrTVTT.ss»one» Cc^e asked if there vrll be road bu-fo-og to access 
properties. Mr. Fraser sa*© there veil be a mjnimal amount of road viorK. The commission sigrted Task Orde’ 2. approved 
tvkc nrieKs ago during tlie regiita? comm.-ss»orH*r rnectirig 

h*r. r raser .said we ofu meking progress towards tne restorabon and feels •! s a cfjod plan. Wc kno-w what we a'e ootng 
a-'d are mov ng torv/sto. out a© do have to work afongsde ether agenc es 

2 t5 PM Study Commtsston Update. Present Ywve Study Cemm’sson Merrbcrr: Josh Lctchcr. Rta Wirxlom, Steve 
Curtiss aiMj Bonf!i<; Larson. Atso present were Alan Gcfstencckor Mike CufUi. Jennifer Curtiss Rhode Cnrg-ll, Bob 
VV 'vlom. Steve Gunderson. John R os Chartes F WrxxS, Charlotte Woods. Robert Mast, and Lcland R. KiWcr. 

Steve Curtiss on behalf of the Lincoln County Study Corrmiss on sa«a tho study commission iS honored to serve in their 
position and although there havo been chatiengos ttwy tmvo toamod a lot and are glad lo be able to do thts serwee fur ttirr 
county. Steve presonJed Fmd^gs of Fact and supporting documents slatmg that m 1974 tho Montana S’-ite Consl.tulion 
so* fortn ma: aH counties would be governed by :he £lect#.‘d Ort.ctal form of govommorH. Fho etectsons were required by 
•aw to bo partisan eteebons with r*o exceptors The Dcctfid OTs: al font! of government is the curre^ form of 
government »n Lincoln County. The Study Commissicfi upon ro-rfow. bekevos th^s form of govemmeot has served the 
crti/ervs of Lmcoto County wcB »xJ shw*d bo retaviod. The Findings of Fact further state that in 20C9. The Board ol 
Lmctfn County Comattss*un«.s marto a sgni*!cant m stake ty enlcr ng a pfooess that culmnaicd m a special eloct-on on 
Noverrtier 3. 2009 to change elections from partisan as redu-red by law for our Elecled Ortiaaf form of govemmeril. to 
nonpartisan efocticxis In orde* to hold nonpartisan elections the erturens would be rerjuffied to engage in a process to 
change tho form of goverrmeri to one otfie’ than Elected Ofoal U is important tn understand that the process usr»ri to 
attain me speocht cfecton was m and of itself a flawed process. Steve read the Findings of Fact in rts ent rety The Study 
Comrniss on sbongjy fccomrrends fie commission to return to partisan cUiCt'Ons. 

Bannio slated that dunrg ihc process, it was mUjrcstnrj to have had the ability to vtsii with a DfStnet Judge and v/nh 
adorneys. Bonmo stated that Lmootn County is cunenily acting outside the taw and outside the constitution by hokimg 
t'onparti.'tan etectiorw. 

Rita commented that it nas ceen an interesting lourncy over the pa.st two years. Sho is tttankfut to ihe Oe.’k and 
Recorder's Office. esoeoaBy Eteetjon Adminslrator Lei^ Rlggteman and Deputy Clerk Chris Netson (or therr dibgcnce m 
rcscatch’Tig records aixJ firfoing data rco Jested by the study comm-ssion. Rita comrTxiriied that visitir^ with legal 

counsof It raises Quostoi's ar.a issues o* potentai tawsu ts. R.to safo her biggest concern »s ho.v the partisan rssue and 
cfocton went through .ts foumey and carre through fru.lion. There was dcfmitefy a tack of Iraniparency and 'eets strongly 
that the public did nol know what was gomg on and feete t*>e pubhe would not have voted far rx^nparbsan 4 tncy wore 
informed of hnrtr^y arfo facts Josh said h© foots 4 is best for the county to be back m compfMr>ce wth the I.tw and the 
counry commission docs tuyve that authonty. 

Stove asked i? the comm ss«on had any guestiors iVter reaomg the pcocket sjtJrrattad pr<x to today s meebng. 
Commissiorw Peek sa«d he feete the mformaljon m the packet « p*'e!ty compelkig and that it a clear that nvslakes were 
rrvKfo ospccally m process The argument wrff be people voted on rt. attno^jn ihere is no denying it was on a flawed 
process The biggest issue new rs fnwv to am* ou: ihe rarnjficjl ons on now to move forward. The issue must bo actec on 
ore way or the other, Steve soiQ tn© options are vc'y sLm; Etecled Official form of government by law must hold partisar 
efoctirms. T he issue was gvim to the people to vote on <n a v»^f>' erroneous and Hawed pmcc*>s. this is the whole 
problem As the Study Commissjrxi Bna^d. wo conckjsrvely concur this i* not a l«gisI;i1ivo issue. It is a local issue, n 
dccison by the county commission. The Study Comrr.ss on bel-oves the commission has tfic lawful auttxr.ly to pass a 
resolut on. R la asked J a*lcr revievr ng tho packet is there a meomrrerdaton by the commrs.s»on to draft a resofot on? 
Corrrrwssioro' Peck agreed The county is currently outsido the law. Commsswior Cole sa«d that as a board Uiey have 
r>ot drscussed tho information m the packet ytt but it is a situation trial docs riced to be dean witfi. Commissioner Cok.* 
rxrf^mended tia study commissron for ineir nork. I.me and research on this issue. 
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Steve sa.'d it is never a !ic3ite to pount fmjjofb or prosecute anyone, m» smiply are saying iho sturJy commission board 
unan.mocsJy requests the probtem be f'/ed so LitkcsIm County is operating wthm Icgat statutes. Steve fee<s the county 
commission would not want ttxi legal responsibility ol not ’ix-rg Ih.s and strongly advises cemmiss on to draft a rcsoHilion. 
Tne Sluoy Commisson wH be hokJirrg more public hearings and presenting the findings of fact after which the study 
commisvcin vnlt prepare a final report. Sieve sad tne study commission is askmg the Lmcotn County Board d' 
Commissioner to entertain a motion to Umg this issue back Into compliance by resolution. 

Rita mfermed the corm-sson that there is a S-mali wndow of t mo to to >n compliance by January T . 20 T 7. The study 
commission feels certatn that their research s correct ard repuesl ng the commission to by resolution put Lincoln County 
baox to partisan eleclons ts the correct process forward. Commissioner Larson who s an cx-offiao member of the study 
commfssjor. atteod-ng most of me meetings agrees mo county r>e€<Js to come back into cnmpl-.ance and supports a 
’■csolut'on 

Aian Gerstcnockor asked if there is an altorrMtive sokiton through Ino judioal system or pdge to mane a deosioo: was 
that considered an cptxjn by the study commission’ Stove said membtrs of me study cormiwsion dd meet wnh a distna 
j jdge and it is mcommersfcd the county quickly go back mto compkarKo 

Rita asked C'ork and Recorder Rcbm Benson to oxpta n tne difference between parl-san and nor^arl san, Robin sa d tfm 
m.a''' d ffe'ence is in baHot layoi.l for tocaJ canditjates oa’y. vma would bo on badi the reputv' ean and democrat bailois rn 
tfie pnrruify election 

Motion by Commisstoncr Pock that no later than Oecerrtoer 15. 2016. the county commissen wiR hove a resdotion 
prepared and voted on try the commissxKi. Socorto by Cortvntssioner Larson. Commissionor Cote asked for furtlror 
discussion. Steve questortod if December 15 allows enough tmo for the commission. Commissioner Peck said thts 
shotid not carry over to aoofher commissioner and it gives ampto hme to research and ensure the process is correct and 
havn a vofRor. 

Steve mlormed the a>urty' commiss-on thaf the study commsson ts avaflabte and able to ass;st m th>a process R ta 
cof^icnted 'Jtat she woufd 1 <c to haw the rcsolut.on ns pan of dv? surdy commission s final report the piAlic r.oods !o 
know tms 15 temg discussed Rrta said Itw* study commsston is dong thcsr part on gctt;r>g rnfocmation to the pubke and 
the county can build on that. 

Robert f.lasl corrmented the pubi c rneetmgs arc aCvrr’uscd arid he rs hoping for a largo public turnout. 

Jotm Rios asked t? the pu0l»c wrf be ^nviied in commission dscustsons cv invoKwd in the resolution verbiage. 
Commissionfif f^eck said al discuss-ens wifl be an agonrta item. 

Woton earned unanimously. 

Rita commerrtad that tho study commisson slarted out to s^uoy county government anq they wooici haw lookfxt irn?o in 
depth into county dcpartmen*.5. Out when Utts issue caire along, wx ItKHjght Itvs v/as the most pruden: .-ssuc to spend time 
on Commissioner Larson saxj wo may need a handout on pertaining to partisan arid non partisan and what it means. 
People need to understand tnjt rt is a bo»ol layout issue and foUowmg the law 

John Rios asked about tne study co»rmiss>on no! luvmg opportunity to look at ail tlm departments and does that mean wo 
nave to wmt anotne' tC years to look into riepartrrontsv Corrm-sstono^ Cole sa>d it is always an ongo«g process year 
after year wc arc always kxjkmg at aB departments and how to improve - 

Commissioner Peck stated that in the neat future Ifto rounly is gorng to bo tookir’g at services we cannot contifHio as is 
with the decreased revenues, ll would te bcrtcficia! to have otiicns fmm Eureka. Troy and I bby on a corrmitfee to act m 
an ajmsory capacity on the ccenty ojqget. Citizens need to be .vtvolved n tr-e services i* vte arc pnaM.zing them. In our 
airroMl form of govemmern, d is cdizen partopaborr arxl is the duty as a DU/en to parliopale in local govemment 
hosiAAss and dec stors. Commissioner Peck stated for clard;cahort that under this form of goverrvrxjnt. there r. hm-ted 
autnonty ever elected offoals Eiccec officials have tnar own siatuto^ guideliftos and rcq.jirements. 

The Courty Commiss^jf! thansed the Study Commisscn for two years of research. | me arxl commitment 

3 30 Pki Meeting Ad^ourrted: 

LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD Of COMMISSIONERS 


W*ko Cole. ClMirrran 


ATTEST 


Rubifi Benson Oerk of the Euiid 


47 


, t-vhihli- ^ 

Worembc f 16. 2016 

The Lincoln County Bcdrd of Co<Tim.'SS^ooefS n’-cl icf a legufar wesson on Noirt»mbcr 16. 2016. in the Lincoln County 
Courthouse. Ltbby. Wtontana Present were Comm-ssioner Cde. Commissionef Larson, and Recorder Robin Beraon. 
Comm*ss4Qnef Peck was in aOcndaoce wi Vis»onf4et from 10 00 to 1 1 00 A M 

Commis&oner Cole opened me meeting w.m the Pledge of AHegmnce 

10 00 AM PartisaiVNonPartisan Resoirrtion Vote: Present were Ek)bbi Stoken. Oonme Larson. Sieve Curtiss. Josh 
Letcher. Rob*r Ha<Sie WM Boucher. Roger PresseH John Slofcen. Rchard J Avery. Dave Guid. Lmda GuAS. Rhoda 
Cargii. Jennifer Curuss Mddcton Martin. Kwl West John Brurmer . Susan Roral. Bob Horal. Lmda Babb, DarreR Babb. 
Giona Schmidt Gregg Johnson. Bert HaB. Man CharHon. Linda Curbs. Randy Wifson arvl Nikki ?A>ycr Also present from 
Livby v-a VisionNet were Alan Gcrstenecker Kay VValson John Rtos Donna Ros. Charlofle Woods. Lmda K. Gerard and 
VicVAiite 

Commissioner Cole welcomed and thanked the pub!*c for at!cr>dmg Rohm handed out copies of the resotution to the 

public CofTvnjssiorxsf Larcons«cd he has been woftongwith the study comriwssioo over a year and has reviewed the 

Fmdmgs of Fact researched tttc history arvl has attended mosl of the Study Commission's pubitc meetings 
Comntissionef Larson is corMnemS movng fomrard with the reuAAoo for Uncofn County to become ccanphard vnth the 
law and the Montana ConsiitufaDn is the nght thing to do Corrrrwstoner Peck said that as he reads the statutes 
combined with a very compethng report by the study co mmrrtee m hts opinion the nonpartisan issue as 4 is shouW bo 
reversed howeiwr. ttiere has been no legal determnahons or legal assurance the tesokihon process o nght. The facts 
as known today. Commissiorwf Peck saxj ho bcheves the ZX» etecfcon was nof prapeity dor« tf the answer ts the 
resolution, he wiB support it but it has rat been vebod throign county attorney Commissiprter Peck contmued sayng 
that as a county c^rirmssioner. »?e have ftot pubtKdy advertsed a public hearmg for turning over a process that the txtopic 
voted, although /t was dorse wrong. Today, to voie on that s premature. Comrms&ioncr Peck sard he would Hte to 
schedute a pubbe heanng because the pubbe deserves to know the deoson of the commission and why it is bemg made 
We reed to get this rght and make sure as a county vre are on soito ground Commissioner Cote sad he concurs wilti 
Commissjortor Peck and agreed the information brought forh c hard to dispute. Cormrassoner L.»son said that he Od 
send She rcsoKrton to the county attorney and MACo attorrvyy. but has not heard back yet 
Steve Curtiss thanked the commtssKsn for addressing this issue Respectfully as a rebuttal to Cwnrmssioncr Peck's 
comments, the Study CcjTrm.ssion has worked dOigcriiiy far one year ano has put much effart to get thrs issue out to the 
people. Steve sa»d that m February 2016 Dan Clark from tne Local Government Center. Bozemar> mformed the pubHc of 
this issue and the issue was pubktJyfecogntced in 20 15 The Study Comnvssion has pu< together a senous document 
andha5made«av»»abtetolhepubi«forovcr ayear. In May 2016 the study commission held a pubic meeting to Libhy 
with Dan Oark with the oomnvsston to attendance A pubhc open house was held « Eureka again with Dan Clark present 
to at) meetirrgs attcrxl by Mr Clark, he dearly stated to the public that Lncoin County it rvjf comptant wdft the taw. The 
study caavnasion hekf mom pitolc meetings, the pomi beng that for one soW ye» there has been a senous process of 
edocatmg Ihc public RespecifoBy. to Comnissoner Peck, the Study Commission as an elected group feels the public 
has been nolTied arfo presented the fads This process has gone on for over a year. Tf>c amount of time the pub'e has 
been mvolved is satisfacory for the commission to make a cctason today The Study Commission has dor,c everyth'ng 
to llie pubkc process Tha * probably the study commisstons last pubhc meeting and it is ime for us to got our 

final report to the state The Study Commiss»n would fake U> write n the report that local government dto correct Lincoln 
County back to bemg compfcanj wdh the law and the Montana Constitution. 

Bonnie Larson introduced hersed to the pubke She rederatrid dial the study commissron s two year term ervjs soon We 
are here to serve the commission and toe public Bonrve read the Findir^ of Fact to the public m attendance. The Shudy 
Commtssion supports ttw county comm>ssonefs to pass a resotutioo to make Ltecoto County compliant The County 
CcmmxssiorxjfR carry out law and implement budgets It is very important that our form of government be according to the 
law If L mcoln County s na compiant w4h the law then we are set up tor lawsuits and tteosions overtorrted made by the 
commission. The Study Ccmnvsstoo a here to tend oia- support for tfte commission to return Lmcotn Cotvtfy back in 
compliance The study commission did wsrt with several attorneys and a district todge The study oommissicn received 
excellent optn<ons and conducted cxtcnsivo research and we (study commission) would not make a recommerxjaiion to 
the county commissioners wtfhou* a unanimeus agreement that Lttcoln County become compliant with the taw. 

Bobbi Slokcn said the F vidmg of Facts were presented to the county commoaion to September and que sti oned what has 
the commission dofte sinoe It was presented six weeks ago Comnvssiooer Cote said the comrrossion is conduettog 
research and presenting i to legal counsel Commissioner Larson verified that he sent tfte Finding of Fad to the county 
attorney but safe the county atto rney may be biased because he was tevoNcd and named n the document. 

Rhoda CargdI asked who specaficaiy s the legal resor^ces*’ Commisstoner Coie sakl the county attorney and MACo 
attorney Rhoda said this «sue has been ongomg for many montos and ttvs is a precedence sefbng action by ttte county 
oomnwssion That betog stated, any rtoedion the commission goes is at nsk because there is no precedence and without 
precedence what ts nghf? This issue has been discussed enough the direct rouse is to puf Lxicoto County back in 
compliance wHh law by resotobon Rhoda ended by saymg she. respedfuBy asks the commission to have the courage to 
pass the resolubon today 

Ltfida Babb said she attended the public meeting at Riverstone Lodge in Eureka and at that time it was govig to be run 
through the attorneys Why <W you wart aO ttvs hme to do so*^ You (cmmty commission} need to make a deosion you 
are etected to make deasxms 

Josh Lctchcr said he agrees wrtti Cornmt&sonct Peck to have a process As a study commission we have done the 
public meetings, riewspaper articles oamphfels. booth at the (air. gucstionnatres. and had publ'C meetings during county 
commissioner mectn^s At toe Iasi meeting « SeptemtieT the commissen stated they would vote to pass a resolution to 
make I mcoto County compkant htow Commissioner fteck ts requestmg more mecings and to pass ttvs m four weeks'^ 
Cornm-ssiooer Peck sad he is rxrt looking for an absolute answer but wants to took at what the legal peopte say. « do not 
personally feel that I have all the riormation needed to make a dcosian today stosti sad it is the comrnissicners pdidary 
responsb:’-ity to gel this done 
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Commissioner Peck staled the study commission has done your duty and done »t wP. now it is my |Ob to make a decision 
in the windo-iv of opportunity that wc agreed upon 

Dave Guild sad with respea to the commissioners th<s issue has been Known for a long time, yol not jumped on rt and 
had d resotvDd prior to the 2016 general election Commissioner Cote disagreed staling tt>c last presentation by the study 
commission to U)C county commissiof^cfs was a little over a month ago. Bobbi StoKen commented that the study 
commission had the option to have something ready to put on the ballot but the study commission chose not to do Ihis 
John Rios sad he is a memoer ot tne Lmcod County Republican Central Committee and he vrouid hke to pose hvo 
questions W'hen was the Question asked to the county attorney and how much time do you give him to give an opinion to 
the commissior»eis‘> John sad he attended tt)e public mectmg held at the Pondcrosa Room and maybe there is legal 
precedefKc: it was sad tnat the Montana Attorney Geoer^ has given an opinion to a simitar situation so there actuary 
has been some legal precedence Steve agreed that the atlonrHjy general has given an opinion under Elected Offioal 
form of government must have partisan elections The opinion was provided by Dan Clark John asked when the county 
attorney wi« arrswer the query to give commission time to ad poor to December 15 as agreed upon 
Bobbt sad the county attorney was mwolvcd at that time and did advise commission to put the nonpartisan issue to the 
voters although mCo had sad ciearty to not do this Bobbi sad the county attorney is biased and should not be a part of 
the dcosion made by the county commission Commissioner Peck sad that if we do not gel something from the county 
attorrxry then wc w 8 have to make a dcosKxi without it Commosioocr Pc<X sad tie wi« talk to Dan Clark about the AG 
opinion 

10 30 AM Administrative issues; 

• The Commission signed the F ederal F manoal Assistance Award Coopoiativc Agreement 17-PA-1 10t 1400 004 
between Lincoln County and the USDA Forest Service Kootenai hiattenat Forest The county accepts the award of 
S25 000 for the Ksanka Creek Restoration Planning Project Motion by Commissian Larson to accept and sign the 
agreement as submtied Second by Commissioner Cote motion carried 

• Motion by Commtssioocr Larson to sign the annual MACo.rCRS Inmate Excess MdcaJ Insur anoc Program 
Renrmral Secord by Commtssior>Cf Cote, motion earned. 

• Commissioner Larson presented the Montana l.oggmg Assoaalion 2016 Winter MccbrTg in KaHspofl December 2 & 
3. 2016 as inforrrabonal to the comintsskm 

• The Commissioner read the mnutes for November 9. 2016 Motion by Commissioner Larson to approve the 
mimitos as submitted Second by Commissioner Cole, motion earned 

• Rcb;n informed the cemmtsson she wili need date, t^me ard location for any public notice to be sutmihcd to the 
newspapers for the partisan/nonpartisan issue discussed earticf today 

• Robin submitted the Interlocal Agreement between I kkoWi County and !t>c Town of Eureka m order to estaW^stt a 
City County Board of iteanh for Lincoln County 

1 1 00 AM Public Comment Time: Present wore Randy Wilson, General Manager Intorttel Telephone Coop . Inc . 

Eureka 

Randy Witecn discussed his efforts to fcrmg local Montana TV Networks to Lmcote County Lincoln County has been in 
the Spokane demographic market area smcc Ihe 1960's before we had Montana networks Randy has submitted a 
petition to put North Lincoln County m the Montana Dt.tA which was approved by the FCC August of this year. Randy 
said ttwl people want Montana news and there was no opposition from Spokane rx>tvM>r1cs Randy said hrs goal is to 
expand it to satelWe customers Commissioner Larson asked bow to get this for South Lincoln County Randy said he 
would re write certaji sections of the pcMion to indude South Lvuafn County. The FCC docs allow county governmenJ lo 
opD.’y for a DMA modification tor satellite viewers Randy said there would be no cost to the cour^ty. 

Randy said he would offer to dved thrs effort with commission approval Corntrnssionef Larson sad he would coordinate 
efforts to put this on the commisson agenda for November 30. 2016. 

1:30 PM Plarming Department: Cancelled 


12 00 PM Meeting Adjourned 

UHCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMfrUSSfONERS 


MAe Cote. Dwirman 

ATTEST 

Robin Benson. Cerk of the Board 
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December 1, 2016 

TNi LtncoJn County BoafO of Convr ssKJOC's rrct for a specal scssion on Docemlxs'' 1. 2016. m the Ifocoln County 
Coiiftnousc. Libby. Montana Present wore Commissioner Cofe. Comm ssoncf Larson. Commissioner Peck and Cinrk 
and Rocordof Robin Benson Also present were Jerry Bcnnctl. Mtko Cuffu. Bob Ror^ltne, Chartone Woods. Rhoda Cargitl. 
Betty J. V/ard, VaJere Crabtree lee Kifckif, Ronnie Larsorr Jmn Johnson. Sieve Gunderson and AJan Gcrsteneckcr. 
Present v-a telccbone conference were Chas Vmcent nr^j R ta Windom. Presertt from Euffita via VisonAct were Stove 
Curtiss. Bobbie Stokert. John Sicken, \kkki Moyer. Jenn/fer Curi-ss. Regard T. Avo'y. Gregg Jehrrson. Bo't H. Hall. 

Darreo Babb. Linda Babb Dave Go4d. bnrta GuW. Madeton Mamn VrfM Boucher, arxl Josh Letcher. 

2-30 f’V Partisan/Nonparttvan Kruie Continued Discussion: 

Corrnvssoner Coio expbw>cd the purpose o* tlvs rr'ccting ts t<^> contruio the discussior about the parteam’fKjnpartrsan 
'ssuc ar-d come up with a ple^ rnovTw -orvrard. 

Corrmiss»oo«r Peck sad he has spent last week m conversation with MACo. Dan Oork. two D«stnct Judges County 
Attorney Bernard Cassidy and Steve Curtiss His condusion from spcialang wdh tho judges reid MACo attorneys is mat 
them is no dispute the 2009 etectnn is wremg and Lincoln County is outside Monlarm Code, it is very dear wo must txild 
oartisan elections. Commssoner Peck stated that nobody has given any a'^gument to that. Tho issue is tio« do r/o fix il 
and get Jl back to wlicfe is supposed to bo. The first tomg to cons de.' is iAf>o has autoonty to brmg us back injo 
compliance. As a county corrmtssioner we oo not turv#- authority to overturn the vote o? the people. The very form of 
gatremment and statute.s that restrict what has alioady happened to l>e incorrefct. the very reason we are tiere today, are 
tho same statiitcs trat restrict the comrruss’cn from do.ng what tr»e Study Ccmmisson has requested A resolution v/ould 
me.sn nothing. •! jS only an Ttemaf stalemom of policy with no legal bmdmg The orfy authonty as county comrr ss oners 
* what IS granted througfi W.C.A. Lrxoln County is not .i charter form of government aH research and conversations 
confirms wc (courty comm,ss»on) do rot have tnc authority to do what has been requested. V/hat *s tho best legal way to 
move for-.vafd and put us back n the tow arc two optors pjdical or Icgislat vc. Orly a iUige has the auttxx- ty to miertum 
a airtjfied ciection. A judoaf fa couW mean an Attorney Gererai oomon. the ether opton ts that is goes to Hetona. 

Mwe Cudo staled mat 4 nwxild be ve»y comfrtcated at the legstotivo level and thinks the process has already been sci out 
by the study comrrtsvon. Mr Cuffc sard ho adm res the study commission for wad-ng into this and ts anwed at how we 
got here T he Conmassioners tw*e to make a dcason The legi-datwe route would fee July 1 at Uto very least and M?. 
Curffe d c not recommend gomg ths way, Mr. Cuffe reayrmended the county cornmtssion go ahead arvJ do the 
resohAon; it is tho cxxmty oammissionerB decision to make. Mr. Cuffc sato that if d ts ignored. scyTiethjr>g a going to 
happen Tho quidief the rcsototion a signed, the bener It is very ctoar a w^ng ?h*ng was dor>e Mr. Cuffe slated he 
tliought it can bo done at the ccmmiss-oncr level, but lie has no! looked at the statutes, 

Rita VViPdom sad 't is her urxlerstanding ina: other counties arc also cnaimbcrod with this moss and those counties 
would have representatives in the tegistolure willing to help as well as fAACo. we should look at tho overamhing needs of 
other counties 

Comniss oncr Larson requested the O.sinri Judge took at tms a-to oeierm ne 1 it can be rovorscd or wnal it would take to 
be reversed. 

CcKinty Attorney Bernard Cassidy ami that navtng own urA^rea. he rnay have conflict of interost. Mr. Casstoy slated that 
smeo there are 13 otner counties m toe same fit. if it comes before a court who has slandng in raise this issuaj"? Ma>bc 
there could be .some sort of mtenm, resofirtion to put tors nn the fcalfcl so toe people can vote He stated he bef-eves v.e 
woiiid nave to take a took at aS these questions. 

Commissioner Larson commented that we cannot c/fer an ctccbon cxi Uvs tooc under the ofocted offcial fmin & 
gr/vernment. Mike Cu*fc sa.d that ^ what we are dcalog wit^ I'ow ts that an etoebon was ftokJ based on improper 
riec*’ons why lioUi nrwther ctocbon'? 

Corrrtussionc^ Larson stated that a rcsofubort wa? passed and the county would go back to pan-san eloct.ons. hav'tng 
someor*6 objetd and take it to court, woukf be a w*ry to get f. m front of a }udgt: sooiieT than later. 

Steve Gunderson sato he feels a resoluton would set the tone* ComrTHsstooef Colo expressed that passing a resolution 
only Changes the lit gants if it itoes go to court Commissioner Larson said the current commission *s airnady involved 
because it falls on us now. Cornmissicncr Larson sad a rcsbiulicn would not be a fix. but a step in the right dircct-cn. 

Jerry Bonrrett asked Chas Vincent what his thoughts were on a legislative fa since 13 otticr counties aro in the same 
situation. Chns Vincent said mat it i$ arpArcni sofT>cm ng has been mtssed and not just by Lincoln County. He would be 
mteresied to see whaf the backgrrxjrvJ rs with other ttounties before gcltrg inv(^*/ed In th.s further. A question would r>o t 
the leg-slature could do something for L’ncxjlr^ County and not toe other court es. Chas continued stating that Lmcoln 
County has twice votoo to i«l eftange the form of government and ho does not believe they want lo change i m the 
future. The voters were very clear on bus nwe than enre. 

Boma'd Cass’dy said the cochrmss oners coukJ sot up a study commiHec that would indude MACo. anoireys and 
0oss.tiy tho attonxsy general 

CtxnmjssiofHff Larson danfied that he docs not care wbai the ottier counties do. more 'ntorvsJcd in Lincoln County 
tvecofTiirig compl ant vein statutes and the Montana Corwtituloa Commessroner Larson brought ut> the fact that a 
resoJi4.on wvns never signed cy mo comm ssione.rs nack m 2009 to unng the issue ong r-t^ty to the voters, 

Mr Casstoy expressed mat he fed strongly this issue needs to nave a more 'ormal look at hov/ we got here in the firs! 
place 

Mr Cutfi? eij>lairic-0 the study commission spent over a year studying bus and hdd pubi c mect rigs and quesbooed if the 
study commission could present this to a judge. 

Cummissoner Peck said v/e couW take a hvo pronged approach and questicned if tho issue can move forward judicuiHy 
and take it to the lcgislaiw*o now and proceed down both cams s-rmilancoosly'? 

t/’ CwMe asked Mr. Cassidy how long it lake wth the jixJ'oai rrxite? V: Cassidy :dati.*d that anybme on issue goes to 
court you arc dcpcndi 'g O" a^d arc subject to appoBato process, years if apocaied to the Sup'cjmo Court M*. Cass dv 
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does ^o5 necessafily Otsagfeti witt\ the tvw pfonqed approach, bj! conrHjJ spec Jate on t.mrjJinc. CassxJy sa>d 

>t Aopid be vrise to gk\ 'ndepemSefrt ouls^k) counsel 

Sujvo Gunaerson psked if a tt>g:sl3tiv*e fix vv-oulcJ be pioper lor just Lincoln Cconly or would ;! be something necessary to 
•nclude all counties. Mr. Gunderson said ho thinks it would oe more expedient with a jud ckil fix. The legislature may give 
niofc oolionb on ways to approacti this L^t feels we need to know if we have con^mon ground witti other countos 
Jerry Bonnelt sijid he « not r^jposed to a rt'soliition slat ng wr-at was done mpioporly. but need to firyf a oath rnovmg 
forwa'd to co'rect >1 and p^jt L-ncoln CaL.nty back into conipl anco. Comeuss oner Pecs sad a rcsolubon could be an 
oftrf'iA' proclamarion t^'e co..*rtry is comm^tea to f«-rg tn s. 

Mr. V neen! sad he could visit with Harold Biattie to got an idea or exarnple of what a statutory fix cciid mean, posjutirfy a 
foao m.'tp on how to dear this up and he wo-.iid like to fmd out what tHher counbes may want to be mvofved m Ihrs and 
research the legisJat-ve process Vr. Vmcen! expressed fne rmportincc that we proceed caubocsly and tie is wiS:rg to do 
soroe hamework to find vs hat l**c k?g sfdtivc fiX would lock Ukc ^or L 00010 County and then proceed about a co^tior of 
othe' coi.in:y *nvulvumenl 

SToa«? Curtiss stated that tho study conirmssion came to Uk* county rep'csontirvg the people and ho «s very opposed to tt'c 
log siati-YO fix, saying that we do not care what othof counties do Tho dcsifo is for a tcsolut'Cjr that rep'esents me vu ce 
cl tno people With a focus on what we con. do for our county. People do rvet want to change ojr form of government 
wh ch has been very dear. Bnogvng this issue to the vole of the people would have the same probfem already existing. 
The Stuny Commission chose not to put this on the baitol. but the law stiM needs to apply. The law dearly states Ltrvedn 
County s form of government mursl have partisan cloctians. We have done all the study research, spoke with attorneys 
a^o ;jdQes. Steve warred to oe careful what you wisfi for, a fegisJative fix may no! end with the result of what the people 
o' Lincoln County want. The outcome needs to remain as the elected offioal form of governmenj. 

W*. V-ncent sa-d Ihere iS possitMi ty to put triggers in legislature to craft this m a way to protect the form of goverrment 
Mr. V<rcen! sa;d f'C IS wH:ng to look hto rh»s, but we ore only weeks away, there may rot lie ervo<.igh t-mc. Comm.iss one' 
Larson saxj the governor may veto th.-s beca.iso it is precedence setting 

R4a commented ttiat vw: need to keep m mind that ttve taw is pretty speaftc. Tho county can crcalc a rcsoljbon that 
questoes the val-d-ty of the padtsaru' nonpartisan ofecl'Ori m 2009 and that the county wishes to move forward »n 
accordance w.th the form of government to be in harmony wth me typo cf elector's hekJ m Lincoln County. 

Bonne sard inis ts a hard .-ssuc and thanked the commissor fo' t*'e-.r involvement staling there arc wonderf J heads here 
to firxj a sduton Bonme continued saymg a resoiutinn try rtse*f wit bong Lincoln County back to cwnpbatx* whether it 
Ki% teetti or no! and at the same tme to cont-nue to move ahead w*h the distnct court process. Go^-ng vwtn legislature 
may create unfavorable results 

Jerry sa:ci nc docs not think .! would oe harrnful to get n oas-s of understand rg from otner cour.l es. Oat at the sarvr t me 
believes the fix shuuld be ^udo^ Jeny sa»d he agru*eft with Bonnie. 

CorrnHssic/rter Peck sa*d t«s preforerKC would be to see a b^'l that gave the o.xnm'ssiooers Bulhtxrty to revert back to our 
form of government and put bacx lo partisan arid become complian!. One concern with legislature :s that I disagree witti 
any approach that docs net protect our form of gevemmeni. 

Rita reminded everyone IhiS only came forward since this study cornmsJMoo brought the issue lo bgtit which is why it has 
not been f:xod or dtscussod in pror yea's. 

M*. V rcent so'd he will be .n touch wih any concepts or ideas before 7 >Qv»eo forward, 

Ccm.-miss orof Peck thanked the study commiss on for br rgmg this issuC forward putt-rg n the research arid thar^ked 
everyone m attendance stalmg tfie issue s ours to ftx. but wv do it witrim me law. within tho statutes whatever rght is, 
ComrrMssooer PeeX said he appreoates tne Dti/ens showing up and DadicipaUng and itpplauds the Dftrens for their 
par.ic patioh This is a moai. but v.e fccjnty commssoners) wO get it f vcKl. 

Jim Johnson said he nas 50 years of serv-ce and expe'^ence w th resolutions and regotiatcns Jm agrees to a two 
pmn<)od approach, but feds the two prongs stated ty Ccmm.-SMxicr Peck »s tr*o wrong dtreeboo. Jim saxl notxxJy can 
inist the legislation and sbon^ expressed this is rvjt a way to go, Jm saxl pjd««al and pxJgcs arc also a txg problem 
ciarify.nq the hvo prongs arc resolution to oecon'.e comp* ant a-'d return to partisan electors subject to approvat fre-m tf to 
attorney gcne'al 

RhrxJa CargtB asked if a resokiton can conoct proccduidi orror. Cwwrvssioncf Pecs so»«J y^s uf>de» rxxnial 
r.»rc.umsLonces, but the mmute the etectioo was certified and not chaBongod makes «i a whole different baflgame, Rhoda 
feels a resolul on t$ good to show tnfen! and would be very -nterested in fhe county attorney s Of>'n{on vs a legislative fix 
Rhoda sad she favors a resofuten to be put forth with verb age to contam the elected offioaf foma of govcmmcni. 

Bonrue commented the cert fication for the election in 2009 was incorrectly staled by innccurale ilates and tools the 
certificaticn was wrongfuHy ccrt'f.cd also. Rhoda said there arc enough procedural errors fer a rosotu! on act by the 
coimty comnnsson 

Richard Avery said the fact that the vote was to 'eta n ou^ form of government. tlie'O should rot be any recourse on tlM? 
commission for the county Iryog to be cxjrrpl ant witn tho law Richard said ho agrees the rxxmty shoiid pass a resduton 
a'vl gel approval from the Atlomey Gcneml 

John Stoken commented the 2CC9 election was m conjunct cn wrth a school election and the statutes stated it should 
have been a gcncrai ctoct.on why give aedence to t-e results'? 

Rita said wo need to use cautxin that wc do not study this issue to desath. the paper Iral is very ctear and we should come 
to a fairly quick bm-efy solutior to this issue. Wo Co not need a committee to do wtial the study corrmssioo has almady 
spent a year dwng. 

Ccmntssioner Lar.«ton said he would support a resolu! on with t»»eth suo^ to attorney general or district fudge approval 
Commissioner Peck 5a»d he foete that ts woB worth oxpfonng, 

Aian Gcrstenecker questtoried >f tt’O 2£y09 etoction could be declared moot smcc there were so rr.imy procedural errors'? 
Commissioner Peck sa d tho onfy way to do that rs through a ^ldgc? 

Commissioner Goto agan thanked the public and study comnussron. The county commission will take this under 
advsement and will contxitxi this conversation. Stovo Curtiss asked if tho December 15 timctme is stiB effective. 
Comnvssioriof Peck answered yes we am stA shoot ng for a solution by Docembor 15. 

4 30 PM Meeting Adjourned 
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UNCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COIIMtSSiONERS 


Vike Cdo. Cha-nran 

ATTEST. 

Rot> n Bcnsor. CJ<ifV of the 
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In November, 2014, the voters of Lincoln County, Montana, voted to authorize a local government review 
of county government to be conducted by five voted upon members. Herein after, the term study 
commission refers to the members performing their duties to review the structure and services of Lincoln 
County government. 


FINDINGS OF FACT 

In 1 974 the Montana State Constitution set forth that all counties would be governed by the Elected 
Official form of government. The elections were required by law to be partisan elections with no 
exceptions. 

The Elected Official form of government is the current form of government in Lincoln County. The 
Study Commission., upon review, believes this form of government has served the citizens of Lincoln 
County well and should be retained. 

In 2009, the Board of Lincoln County Commissioners made a significant mistake. They entered a process 
that culminated in a special election on November 3, 2009, to change elections from partisan, as required 
by law for our Elected Official form of government, to nonpartisan elections. In order to hold nonpartisan 
elections, the citizens would be required to engage in a process to change the form of government to one 
other than Elected Official. It is important to understand that the process used to attain the special election 
was in and of itself a flawed process. 

The election was held by mail-in ballot and the voters expressed their desire to vote in the future by 
nonpartisan ballots. That action placed Lincoln County in non-compliance with tlie law. In-depth 
research by the Study Commission leads its members to believe this mistake must be rectified and 
Lincoln County must be returned to partisan elections. 

Documents in the Clerk and Recorder archives have been researched that substantiates tlie flawed 
process. A packet comprised of said documents has been prepared and given to the current Board of 
Lincoln County Commissioners. 

The Study Commission recommends the Board of Lincoln County Commissioners pass a resolution in a 
timely manner that rectifies the non-compliant election and returns Lincoln County to partisan elections. 
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Uncoln County Local Government Study Review Commission 2014-203.6 




Steve Curtiss, Chairman 



State of Arizona 

County of 

On yy\lo^- 2016, P' 1 / Qj personally 

appeared before me, 

who is personally known to me 

■■ I. whose identity I proved on the basis of 1 ) 8 /; L ycxi.r^'iig’ to 

be the signer of the above document, and witnessed her signature to the same. 

JUkxJ 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: ~S(irQ cPV, 


SHERft! M. HURE) “ 

No!0fy Public Sffitu 01 Anzoiio 
piWA<;ouN*n* 

My C0fTHnlSS(0;l tM'IreH 
24. ‘JOIV 




State of Montana 


County of Lincoln 

On PeC^/nhu , 2016, Steve Curtiss, personally appeared before me. 


1/ who is personally known to me 
whose identity I proved on the basis of 


be the signer of the above document, and witnessed her signature to the same. 



ROBIN A BENSON 
NOTARY PUBLIC for the 
State of Montana 
Residing at Libby. Montana 
My Commission Expires 






Notary Public 
My Commission Expires; 




to 


state of Montana 
County of Lincoln 

On 


2016, Bobbie Stoken, personally appeared before me, 


\/ 


. who is personally known to me 
whose identity I proved on the basis of. 


be the signer of the above document, and witnessed her signature to the same. 



ROBIN A BENSON 
NOTARY PUBLIC lor ths 
State oi Montana 
Residing at Libby. Montana 
My Commission Expires 
__ 0 1 , 2at 3 

State or Montana 

County of Lincoln 

On 


Notary Public 

My Commission Expires; fP/ ' 0 


}/_ who is personally known to me 
whose identity I proved on the basis of . 


^ 2016, Josh Letcher, personally appeared before me. 


be the signer of the above document, and witnessed her signature to the same. 



ROSIN A BENSON 
NOTARY PUBLIC for the 
State of Montana 
Residing at Ubt>y. Montana 
My Commission Expires 



Notary Public 
My Commission Expires: 


to 



to 
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State of Montana /j ' /7 ' j A 

County o^UncoSn m 




j 2016, Bonnie Larson, personally appeared before me. 


who is personally known to me 
whose identity I proved on the basis of. 


be the signer of the above document, and witnessed her signature to the same. 


to 



robin a BENSON 

NOTARY PUBUC lor the 

Stale of Montana 
Rssidif^g at Libby, Montana 
My Commission Expires 
Januai'y 01 . 2018 


/ 2 . 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: /7/^ /?/ ' ^ 
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